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In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָָה בַּפַָָּרָָשָָׁה

 In the 40th year of wandering in the 
 Benei Yisrael ,(midbar, wilderness) מִִדְְבָָּר
are almost ready to enter Eretz Yisrael. 
Moshe gives a long speech, reminding 
the people of their journey after leaving 
Har Sinai. 

 Moshe retells the story of how he 
needed help to judge Benei Yisrael’s 
questions and legal cases, so he 
appointed judges to govern the people 
with him. 

 Moshe reminds Benei Yisrael of the 
story with the מְִרַגְְּלִִים (meraglim, spies), 
who gave a negative report about Eretz 
Yisrael. Benei Yisrael listened to the 
meraglim, and they were punished. No 
one from that generation, besides Calev 
and Yehoshua, would enter the land. 

 God tells Moshe that Benei Yisrael 
should not fight against Se’ir, the 
descendants of Esav, nor should they 
fight against Moav and Ammon, the 
descendants of Lot. 

 Benei Yisrael defeat the armies of Sihon 
and Og. Their land, east of the Jordan 
River, is given to the שְְׁבָטִִים (shevatim, 
tribes) of Reuven, Gad, and some of 
Menasheh. Moshe reminds these 
shevatim that they must cross into Eretz 
Yisrael and fight with the rest of Benei 
Yisrael, before settling there.
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  Midrash  •  מִָדְְרָָשָׁ

דברים ב:כד-כו

רְאֵֶה נָָתַתִִּי בְיָדְְךְָ אֶֶת סִִיחןֹ מִֶלִֶךְְ־
חֶשְְׁבָּוֹן הָאֱֶמִרִֹי וְְאֶֶת אַרְצוֹ הָחֵלִ 

רָשְׁ וְְהִתְגְָּר בָּוֹ מִִלְִחָמִָה…

וְָאֶֶשְְׁלִַח מִַלְִאָכִִים מִִמִִּדְְבַָּר קְְדְֵמִוֹת 
אֶֶלִ־סִִיחוֹן מִֶלִֶךְְ חֶשְְׁבָּוֹן דִִּבְרֵי 

שְָׁלִוֹם לִֵאֶמִרֹ:

מדרש תנחומא חקת כב

"סִוּר מִֵרָעֲ וְַעֲֲשֵֵׂה־טִוֹב בַָּקֵֵּשְׁ שְָׁלִוֹם 
וְְרׇדְְפֵהוּ" )תהלִים לִ:טִוְ(.

לִאֶֹ פָָּקְְדְָה הַתִּוֹרָה לִִרְדִּףֹ אַחַר 
 הַמִִּצְוֹת. אֶֶלָָּאֶ:

כִִּי יִקֵָּרֵאֶ קְַן צִפָּוֹר לְִפָנֶָיךְָ )דְברים 
 כִב:וְ(,

 כִִּי תִפְגְַּעֲ שְׁוֹר אֶוֹיִבְךְָ )שמִוְת כִג:דְ(,
כִִּי תִרְאֶֶה חֲמִוֹר שְֵׂנַָאֲֶךְָ )שמִוְת 

כִג:ה(...

כֻֻּלָָּם, אִֶם בָָּאֶוּ לְִיָדְְךְָ, אַתִָּה מְִצֻוֶּה 
עֲָלִֶיהָ, וְְלִאֶֹ לִִרְדִּףֹ אַחֲרֶיהָ.

וְְהַשָָּׁלִוֹם, "בַָּקֵֵּשְׁ שְָׁלִוֹם" בִָּמְִקְוֹמְִךְָ, 
"וְְרָדְְפֵהוּ" בְָּמִָקְוֹם אַחֵר. 

וְְכִֵן עֲָשֵׂוּ יִשְֵׂרָאֵֶלִ. אַף עֲַלִ פִָּי שְֶׁאָמִַר 
לִָהֶם הַקֵָּדְוֹשְׁ בָָּרוּךְְ הוּאֶ, "הָחֵלִ 

רָשְׁ וְְהִתְגְָּר בָּוֹ מִִלְִחָמִָה," רָדְְפוּ אֶֶת 
הַשָָּׁלִוֹם.

Devarim 2:24-26

See, I [God] give into your power Sihon the 
Emori, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin 
inheriting; start a war...

Then I [Moshe] sent messengers from the 
wilderness of Kedeimot to King Sihon of 
Heshbon with an offer of peace, as follows…

Midrash Tanhuma

“Turn from evil and do good, seek out peace and 
chase after it” (Tehillim 34:15). 

The Torah does not command us to go chasing 
after the mitzvot. Instead, it says: 
“When you find a bird's nest…” (Devarim 22:6), 
“When you encounter your enemy’s ox…” (Shemot 
23:4), 
“When you see your enemy’s donkey…” (Shemot 
23:5)...

If these situations come up, you have a mitzvah to 
act, but you don’t have to go chasing after them. 

But in the case of peace, the verse from Tehillim 
teaches to “seek out peace,” wherever you are, and 
“chase after it,” wherever else it may be. 

This is what Benei Yisrael did. Although the Holy 
Blessed One said, “begin inheriting, start a war,” 
they chased after peace. 

First, God tells Moshe to go fight a war with 
Sihon. Then, right away, Moshe asks Sihon to 
make peace! What’s going on here? Is Moshe 
disobeying God?

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text
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דברים א:טז

וְָאֲֶצַוֶּה אֶֶת שְׁפְֹטִֵיכִֶם בָָּעֲֵת הַהִוְאֶ 
לִֵאֶמִרֹ שָָׁמעַַֹ בֵֵּין אֲֶחֵיכִֶם וּשְְׁפַטְִתִֶּם 

צֶדְֶקְ בֵָּין אִֶישְׁ וּבֵין אָחִיוְ וּבֵין גְֵּרוֹ:

Devarim 1:16

I commanded your judges at that time as 
follows, “Hear between your brothers, and 
judge fairly between people, and brothers, 
and strangers.”

 Look up the three mitzvot (other than peace) 
mentioned in this midrash. Why wouldn’t 
it make sense to go around looking for 
opportunities to perform these mitzvot?

 How do you understand the idea 
of chasing after peace? Can 
you list ways a person 
could chase after peace 
in both “big” situations 
(like peace between 
nations), and “small” 
situations (like 
peace between 
neighbors)? 

 Did Moshe actually 
disobey God by 
first asking Sihon for 
peace?

Send us your thoughts or 
questions from learning the 
parashah. We’ll write back to 
you, and some will get published 
in future issues of Devash!Write to us at devash@hadar.org

What is the meaning of the words שְָׁמִעֲַֹ בֵָּין (shamoa bein, hear between)? 

 Commentary  •  פַָּרְָשָָׁנוּת

Content and editing by Anna Leah Berstein Simpson, Yitzhak Bronstein, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, 
Jeremy Tabick, Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman. Design by Jen Klor. Illustration by Elad Lifshitz.
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תלמוד בבלי סנהדרין דף ז עַמוד ב

אָמִַר רַבִָּי חֲנִָינָָאֶ אַזְְהָרָה לְִבֵית דִִּין שְֶׁלָּאֶֹ 
יִשְְׁמִַעֲ דִִּבְרֵי בַָּעֲַלִ דִִּין קְדְֶֹם שְֶׁיָָּבאֶֹ בַָּעֲַלִ 

דִִּין חֲבֵרוֹ, וְְאַזְְהָרָה לְִבַעֲַלִ דִִּין שְֶׁלָּאֶֹ 
יַטְִעֲִים דְִּבָרָיוְ לִַדִַּיָָּן קְדְֶֹם שְֶׁיָָּבאֶֹ בַָּעֲַלִ דִִּין 

חֲבֵרוֹ.

אור החיים

וְשְָׁמִַעְֲתִִּי מִִפִָּי חָכִָם גְָּדְוֹלִ חָסִִידְ וְְגָדְוֹלִ 
בְָּיִשְֵׂרָאֵֶלִ חָבִיב עֲָלִַי כְֻּרוּחִי הָרַב ר' מִשְֶֹׁה 

בִָּירְדִּוּגוֹ זְִכְִרוֹנָוֹ לְִחַיֵָּי הָעֲוֹלִָם הַבָָּאֶ, שְֶׁהָיָה 
מְִדְַקְְדִֵּקְ בִָּשְְׁעֲַת הַדִִּין שְֶׁיִָּהְיוּ עֲֵינָָיוְ לְִמִַטָָּה, 

וְְלִאֶֹ הָיָה נָוֹשֵֵׂאֶ עֲֵינָָיוְ כָֻּלִ עֲִקֵָּר. וְְשְֶׁהָיָה 
מִַרְגְִּישְׁ שְֶׁאִֶם הָיָה נָוֹשֵֵׂאֶ עֲֵינָָיוְ לְִצַדְ הַהֻכְִרַח 

בְָּאֵֶיזְֶה אֶֶחָדְ מִִבַָּעֲֲלִֵי הַדִִּין הָיָה מִִתְבַָּלְִבֵָּלִ 
שְֶׁכְֻּנֶָגְדִּוֹ, וְְהוּאֶ אֲֶמִָרוֹ "שְָׁמִעֲַֹ בֵָּין אֲֶחֵיכִֶם" - 

שְֶׁלָּאֶֹ יַעֲֲשֵׂוּ אֶֶלָָּאֶ הַשְָּׁמִִיעֲָה.

Rabbi Hanina says this is a warning to a court 
that it may not hear the statement of one litigant 
before the other litigant comes, and it is a 
warning to litigants that they may not explain their 
case to a judge before the other litigant arrives.

I heard from the wise, pious, and great R. 
Moshe Berdugo, that he would be careful 
when judging a case to only look downwards. 
He felt that if he looked at either one of the 
litigants, it would confuse the other (because 
it would feel like they’re not getting the same 
attention). This is how he understood “Hear 
between your brothers”—that judges should 
only use hearing.

 When you read the words in the pasuk, what do 
you think is the ִפְָּשְַׁט (peshat), the most literal or 
straightforward meaning? 

 Both Rabbi Hanina and Or Ha-Hayyim think these 
words teach a lesson for courts, about how to 
be fair. What’s the difference between their 
approaches? 

 It’s possible that the difference between these 
interpretations is that one focuses on “shamoa” 
and one focuses on “bein.” Which would be 
which? 

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 7b says

Litigant 
A person involved 

in a court case

Interesting. Here's what 
Or Ha-Hayyim says:
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The Torah has a vision for fairness 
and law to govern all of human 
society, so people don’t take the 
law into their own hands. In our 
parashah, Moshe talks about 
how he appointed judges for this 
purpose. In fact, the mitzvah to 
create a fair system of courts is 
one of the seven mitzvot that apply 
to all nations, not just the Jewish 
people (Sanhedrin 56a). In Jewish 
law, a court is called a בֵֵּית דִִּין 
(beit din). The Mishnah describes 
different levels, depending on the 
number of judges:

You might have noticed 
that every beit din had 
an odd number of 
judges! This ensured 
that the majority could 
rule, and judges would 
never be split equally 
on a decision (Mishnah 
Sanhedrin 1:6).

 Beit Din of 3: These courts mostly dealt with 
money issues, like if someone committed 
robbery or caused damage to someone 
else’s property (Mishnah Sanhedrin 1:1).

 Beit Din of 23: These courts were able to 
judge matters of life and death (Mishnah 
Sanhedrin 1:4).

 Beit Din of 71: Also known as the Beit Din Ha-
Gadol, this court decided the most important 
cases facing the Jewish people, like if the 
 was on (kohen gadol, high priest) כֻּהֵֹן גְָּדְוֹלִ
trial, or if a decision was needed about going 
to war (Mishnah Sanhedrin 1:5-6).

Halakhah  •  הֲלָכָָהָ

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Beit Din Today

Today, a person might go to a beit din for a number of reasons.

 If people are disagreeing about money, they can decide to have a beit din 
help resolve their issue using Jewish law, rather than going to a secular court. 

 Some religious ceremonies require a beit din of three. For example, when 
a person joins the Jewish people, the גְֵּרוּת (geirut, conversion) ceremony 
requires a beit din. 

 Before Rosh Hashanah, many communities have the custom to perform 
 In this ritual, people say a formula that frees .(Hatarat Nedarim) הַתִָּרַת נְָדְָרִים
them from any vows they took in the past year. Hatarat Nedarim is always 
said in front of a group of three people, who serve as a beit din.
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!Tell Me More About This  •  בַּוֹאוּ נדְְַבַּרֵָ עַלַָ זֶהֶ 

How did the חֻמָָּשִָׁים (humashim, five books of the Torah) get their names?

The names we use in English are mostly from Greek. They were chosen because they relate 
to the content of each book:

1. Genesis  creation

2. Exodus  exiting Egypt

3. Leviticus  stuff to do with Levi’im and Kohanim

4. Numbers  they count the people a lot

5. Deuteronomy repetition of the law (because stories and mitzvot  
   we’ve seen before are repeated)

The Hebrew names that we normally use today are based on the first important word in 
each book’s opening pasuk (exactly like the way we name the parashah):

1. Bereishit in the beginning בָָּרָאֶ אֱֶלִקְִֹים אֵֶת הַשָָּׁמִַיִם וְְאֵֶת הָאָרֶץ

2. Shemot names   וְְאֵֶלֶָּה  בְָּנֵָי יִשְֵׂרָאֵֶלִ הַבָָּאִֶים מִִצְרָיְמִָה

3. Vayikra [God] called  ֹאֶֶלִ־מִשְֶֹׁה וְַיְדְַבֵָּר ה׳ אֵֶלִָיוְ מִֵאֶהֶֹלִ מִוֹעֲֵדְ לִֵאֶמִר

4. Bemidbar in the wilderness of [Sinai] וְַיְדְַבֵָּר ה׳ אֶֶלִ־מִשְֶֹׁה  סִִינַָי בְָּאֶהֶֹלִ מִוֹעֲֵדְ

5. Devarim words  אֵֶלֶָּה הַ אֲֶשְֶׁר דִִּבֶָּר מִשְֶֹׁה אֶֶלִ־כֻּלִ־יִשְֵׂרָאֵֶלִ בְָּעֲֵבֶר הַיַָּרְדִֵּן

But these are not their only names in Hebrew! Hazal have other names for the humashim. 
Which of these do you think connect to the Greek/English names above? 

(Sefer Ha-Yashar, Book of the Righteous) סִֵפֶר הַיָָּשְָׁר .1

(Sefer Ha-Geulah, Book of Redemption) סִֵפֶר הַגְְּאֶֻלָָּה .2

(Torat Kohanim, Law of Priests) תִּוֹרַת כֻּהָֹנִָים .3

(Humash Ha-Pekudim, Scroll of Countings) חֻמִַּשְׁ הַפְָּקְוּדְִים .4

(Mishneh Torah, Repetition of Law) מִִשְְׁנֵָה תוֹרָה .5

Talmud Bavli 
Avodah Zara 25a

Ramban on 
Shemot 40:35
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Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org

 Do you think it makes more sense to name books after their content, 
or after their first important word? Can you think of arguments for 
both sides?

 Even though much of Sefer Devarim contains “repetitions,” over 
the next few months, pay attention and you might notice some big 
differences between how stories appear the first time in the Torah 
versus how Moshe retells them years later!

 One-Minute Debate  •  דִַּקָָּה שֶָׁלָ דִִּיּוּןּּ

Disagree!
 You see things most clearly when they’re 
right in front of you. If you ask four 
different people how they remember 
the same event, you’re likely to get four 
different stories because our memories 
play tricks on us if too much time passes! 

 You’ll just forget. Even the best of us forget 
things that we are sure we’ll remember!

 Sometimes the way Moshe describes 
things in Devarim is different from how 
they were presented 40 years before. 
What really happened? We may never 
know.

Debate: You always see things more clearly after the fact. 

Agree!
  When you are living through 
something important, it can be hard 
to understand its significance. After 
some time passes, you can look 
back and see the whole picture.

  Sometimes it’s good to take a 
break, walk away, and come back 
to look at something with a clear 
mind.

  Looking back on his 40 years 
as leader, Moshe is able to give 
his most eloquent and inspiring 
speech.

Disagree
Agree

This publication contains words of Torah, so please treat it with appropriate reverence

How to play:
�� Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up 

with your own. Then debate someone!

�� For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make 
its best case. 
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְָׁאֵלָוֹת הַשָָּׁבוּעַַ

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

How many days’ journey 
was it from Horeiv to 
Kadeish Barnea?

What kind of cases does 
Moshe tell the other 
judges to bring to him?

According to our parashah, 
whose idea was it to send 
spies into the land?

What animal are the Emori 
people compared to?What funny-sounding word 

did the Ammonim use to 
describe the Rephaim?

How long was the bed of 
Og, King of the Bashan?The Dead Sea is commonly called יָם הַמִֶּלִַח 

(Yam Ha-Melah, “The Salt Sea”). What other 
name for this body of water appears in our 
parashah?

Of the five megillot in the 
Tanakh, which has an 
opening word that does not 
appear in our parashah?

What was special about the 
60 towns in ֹחֶבֶלִ אַרְגְּב (Hevel 
Argov, the Argov Strip)?

There are four נְָחָלִִים (nehalim, 
streams) mentioned in our 
parashah. What are their 
names?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Devarim 1:1 to 1:10 

2) 1:11 to 1:21

3) 1:22 to 1:38

4) 1:39 to 2:1

5) 2:2 to 2:30

6) 2:31 to 3:14

7) 3:15 to 3:22
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Devarim 1:18

We marched back into the wilderness by the way 
of the Sea of Reeds, as God had spoken to me, and 
went around the hill country of Seir for a long time. 

דברים ב:א 

וְַנִֵּפֶן וְַנִִּסַַּעֲ הַמִִּדְְבָָּרָה דִֶּרֶךְְ יַם סִוּף 
כַֻּאֲֶשְֶׁר דִִּבֶָּר ה' אֵֶלִָי וַנָָּסׇב אֶֶת הַר 

שֵֵׂעֲִיר יָמִִים רַבִָּים:

A Moment of Hebrew  •  רֶָגַעַַ שֶָׁלָ עִַברְִָית

לְהָסֵב )שָׁרֶֹשָׁ ס.ב.ב(
 To turn or switch direction
 To cause or bring about
 To change or convert 

(lehaseiv)

מְִסִִבָָּה =
Party (mesibah)

סִִיבוּב =
Go around in a circle, 
take a lap, go for a spin 
or a short ride (sivuv)

סְִבִיבָה =
Environment (sevivah)

מְִסִֻבִָּין =
Reclining 
(mesubin)

סְִבִיבוֹן =
Dreidel (sevivon)

Find the Word! 
 Does the word מְִסִֻבִָּין (mesubin, 

reclining) remind you of a holiday? 
(Hint: “How is this night different?”)

 When Yosef shares his dream about 
the wheat piles with his brothers, 
he uses a word that shares this 
 ?Can you find it !(shoresh, root) שְׁרֶֹשְׁ
(Hint: Check out Bereishit 37.) 
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1
2
33
4

Does it end a musical phrase?
Yes

Is it above or below the word?Below

Where is it placed on the word?
At the beginning

How many times does it appear 

in the Torah?356—Unusual Approximately every 16 pesukim

Torah Trop  •  טַַעַמֲֵָי הַמִִּקְְרָָא

Yetiv יְתִִיב

Yetiv is a simple, dramatic, and exciting trop. It bursts onto the scene with a 
high note and then drops down to a lower note. It adds flair to whatever is 
being read and tells the reader to pay attention. It means “sitting,” and the note 
sort of sounds like someone jumping up and then settling down into their seat.

A yetiv always eventually leads into a zakeif katon (we learned about that one 
a few weeks back!), though it has a few ways to get there. It is usually followed 
by one or two munahim, but there is one place in the Torah where a yetiv is 
followed by a pashta. And guess what, that’s in our parashah! Here are two 
occurrences of yetiv from the same verse:

י     אֱֱמֹֹרִִ֔֔ ֽ לֶֶךְְ הָֽ� תִ סִִיחֹֹן֙֙ מֶֹ֣ אֱ�֚

ן֙ ֔� שָׁ֔� לֶֶךְְ הַָֽב�� ע֚֚וֹֹג מֶֹ֣

רִ֔ ֤ ֶ עַַן֙ אֱֲשָׁ֔� יַ֚

Devarim 1:4

Sihon, king of the Emori 
Og, king of the Bashan

דברים א:ד

בראשית כב:טז

You might be saying: Hey, 
doesn’t yetiv look exactly the 
same as mahpakh? How will 
I ever tell them apart? In fact, 
how do I know whether that trop 
before the pashta even is a yetiv? 
Good question. Here is the only 
place in the Torah where mahpakh 
and yetiv appear back to back:

Before or 
after Shabbat, 

scan to hear 
these yetivs!
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!Tell Me More About This  •  בַּוֹאוּ נדְְַבַּרֵָ עַלַָ זֶהֶ 

 Who is Og? The King of Bashan, one of the enemies Benei 
Yisrael defeated on their way into Eretz Yisrael. According to 
a midrash, back in Bereishit, he survived the ִמִַבָּוּל (mabul, 
flood) and brought the news of Lot’s capture to Avram. 
According to the Talmud, he was slain by Moshe.

 What are Refa’im? Giants!

 How big is Og’s bed? The measurements in the pasuk 
equal around 13.5 feet long and 6 feet wide—that’s a BIG 
bed! Imagine how big the person who slept in it was…

 What is Og’s bed? “Bed” might literally be his bed, 
or it might be a fancy way of saying “tomb”—
his final resting place. There are huge 
tombs we can see today in the area of 
Bashan, in the north of Israel. One is 
called Gilgal Refa’im (Giants’ Wheel). 
Perhaps one of these is Og’s!

Devarim 3:11

Only King Og of Bashan was left of the 
remaining Refa’im. His bed, an iron bed, is now 
in Rabbah of Benei Amon; it is nine cubits long 
and four cubits wide, by the standard cubit.

דברים ג:יא

כִֻּי רַקְ עֲוֹג מִֶלִֶךְְ הַבָָּשְָׁן נִָשְְׁאַר מִִיֶָּתֶר 
הָרְפָאִֶים הִנִֵּה עֲַרְשֵׂוֹ עֲֶרֶשֵׂ בַָּרְזְֶלִ הֲלִהֹ 

הִוְאֶ בְָּרַבַָּת בְָּנֵָי עֲַמִּוֹן תִֵּשְַׁעֲ אַמִּוֹת אָרְכָֻּהּ 
וְְאַרְבַָּעֲ אַמִּוֹת רָחְבָָּהּ בְָּאַמִַּת אִֶישְׁ׃

Can you tell the difference? They do have the same shape, but whereas mahpakh 
appears on the accented part of the word, yetiv appears right at the beginning, always to 
the right of the vowel on the first letter. And yetiv only ever appears on words that have 
their accent on the first syllable. That sounds good with yetiv’s strong opening note. 

Pay attention and don’t get surprised when yetiv suddenly jumps out at you! There are 
nine total in our parashah; can you catch them all?

Og, king of the Bashan, came up in the Torah Trop section (p. 10). There’s 
another pasuk in our parashah that tells us more about him.

An unusual pasuk, for sure! What do you wonder about?

Here are some of the things going on:
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?What’s Going On Here  •  מָָה זֶהֶ

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. 11 (1:2)
 2. Anything that is too hard for them (1:17)
 3. The people (1:22). In Bemidbar 13, it 

sounds like it was God’s idea!
 4. Bees (1:44)
 5. (2:20) (zamzumim) זְַמְִזְמִִֻּים
 6. Nine Amot—more than 13 feet! (3:11)
 7. (3:17) (Yam Ha-Aravah) יָם הָעֲֲרָבָה
 8. Eshkol (1:24), Zered (2:14), Arnon (2:24), 

Yabok (2:37) 

 9. They were all walled with locking doors 
(3:5) 

10. Shir Ha-Shirim—the first word of that 
megillah, שְִׁיר (shir, song) does not appear 
in our parashah. The others do: Ruth 
and Esther both begin with the word וְַיְהִי 
(vayehi), which appears in 1:3; Eikhah 
begins with the word אֵֶיכִָה (eikhah), which 
appears in 1:12; Kohelet begins with the 
word דִִּבְרֵי (divrei), which appears in 2:26.

Benei Yisrael are compared to the stars in the sky (Devarim 1:10). What makes 
them like stars?

 Rashi says it’s a comparison about time. Benei Yisrael will exist 
forever, just like the sun, moon, and stars shine on and on. 

 Ibn Ezra says it’s about amount. Benei Yisrael will be infinite and 
impossible to count, like stars. 

 Ha’amek Davar connects it to purpose. Benei Yisrael shine a light for 
their generation, just like the sun and stars.


