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The eighth plague in 0711 (Mitzrayim,
Egypt) is @ swarm of locusts that
blocks the sun and eats crops.

The ninth plague is a heavy darkness.
For several days, no one could see
each other or move.

God tells Benei Yisrael that they will
soon be freed and that they should
ask for gold and silver from their
Egyptian neighbors.

The month of 071¥n NKX? (yetziat
Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt)
becomes the first month in the
Jewish calendar.

God commands Benei Yisrael to
sacrifice lamlbs and to place some of
the animals' blood on their doorposts.
This is a sign for God to pass over

their homes during the tenth and final |

plague, the death of the firstborns.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME...

B  Book of Shemot
% * THE STORY OF EVERY PARASHAH
B ¢ AGES 4+

Future generations are told to
celebrate yetziat Mitzrayim by
eating matzah and not eating
hametz for seven days and by
sacrificing a o3 1277 (korban
pesah, pesah offering).

After the last plague, Pharaoh
tells Benei Yisrael to leave, and
the Egyptians push them out.
They depart in such a hurry
that their dough does not
have time to rise. They're free!
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ObserVing) for God, to take ém out of Egypt; D’jyn ‘;'-]Nn DN7X1-\ID -]5 NEh D’hlnw 17719
This night was for God, ' " hyd _]5,:7.1 X1

shimmurim for all of Benei Ylsrael for nm-;’; ’DNWN 733 ’73’7 07 nY
generations.

What do you notice? What stands out to you?
What words in these pesukim emphasize the drama and excitement of this moment?
Why might Benei Yisrael be called "God's army” here?

Did you notice that this night is described as “shimmurim” two times? The U7V
(shoresh, root) 1.n.¥ means to protect or to keep.

Rashi says the night of shimmurim means that God had been protecting, or
reserving, this night as the time to fulfill the promise to free Benei Yisrael.

Hizkuni says it means that it was the night when God guarded Benei Yisrael
from harm.

Ramban says that it refers to Benei Yisrael keeping special
. mitzvot on this night.

est of ‘Fﬁ!w y ab . he amazmg hqght
0 nRYYY yefz;at Mitzrayim, the
Exodus from Egypt), could shimmurim
Before or
mean more than one thing? What can after Shabbat,
each interpretation be gddlng to yuf stcan to listen to a discussion

f these pesukim
understanding of this Special night? S
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Our parashah contains the first mitzvah given to :NAYN ’W“m'? D3'7 NI 1IURT
Benei Yisrael: deciding when each new month
begins with Rosh Hodesh. Shemot 12:2

. \’,_vw'“\v L P

0N [ N | This month shall be for you the

OO (IR Why is Rosh Hodesh * beginning of the months; it shall
/ described as being 02 be the first of the months of the

‘sgw i‘{ (lakhem, for you)? . year for you.
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Shemot Rabbah ' 50 nan D

It's like a king who had a treasury full of gold §921 20T 07&2N NIIXIX 12 170Y 7907 SUn
and silver and jewels. The king had one ’73 ,TNR 2 95 -wn mv'y;nm niaiv 0728
child. While that child was young, the king ’)Dﬁ nx mYn 173N N?70 0P 20 NNY 'IDT
took care of all the treasure. But when the pL, 17:1N P mx 17#5 '7)7 THY1 120 '7715\“1
child grew up, the king said: ’73“\ mz ﬁnwn mvvw 22X 0P D770Y 0T

A2 mon Yo v-n -ms 5y ATRYY 1>w:>y

o

"When you were little, | took care of all

this. Now that you're mature, I'm giving ,790 DR MYN RIN 11N2 YITRA 020 12

everything to you.” nmzb 17-n" (TR nvwm:) mmw
0in? 1on bmwv 1YY 1172 ".07TYINYY

At first the Holy Blessed One took care i DD’? AT Yha" ﬁmuw ’73‘1

of time. We see this in the Creation story,
where it says that the sun and moon (which
God controls) “shall be signs for the set
times" (Bereishit 1:14). But once Benei Yisrael
matured, God handed it all over to them, as
it says, “this month shall be for you.”
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According to this midrash, when Benei Yisrael left
Mitzrayim they achieved a kind of spiritual growth
and God gave them control over time. New
months do not begin all on their own. Rather,
Benei Yisrael have to watch the sky and spot

the new moon, and Rosh Hodesh can only

begin when they say so. By deciding when

new months begin, Benei Yisrael also decide
when all the holidays will take place!

+ What is special about control over
time? What does this have to do
with freedom from slavery?

+ As you mature, what are some
ways that you gain more control
over how you spend your time?
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T 70 12T IKid - Tell Me More About This!

R. Akiva emphasizes the power that human beings have when it comes to the
calendar. He says that once people announce that it's Rosh Hodesh, it's Rosh
Hodesh no matter what. This is true even if people announced the wrong day
by mistake, or even if they announced the wrong day on purpose, or even if
they announced the wrong day based on the testimony of false witnesses! (See

Talmud Bavli Rosh Hashanah 25a.)

This idea is also sometimes stated in Aramaic as: 022077 MN7YTHT DRIV (Yisrael
dekadshinhu le-zemanim), which means that Benei Yisrael are what give holiness
to the holidays on our calendar (Talmud Bavli Berakhot 49a).

Shabbat actually works a little differently. It's not like holidays because Benei
Yisrael don't control when it happens. It takes place on the same day every week

whether they say so or not.

+ What does that say about the difference between Shabbat and holidays? How

should we relate differently to Shabbat?
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P aliyot:
. " 1) Shemot 10:1 to 10:11
q ¥ 2)10:12 to 10:23
< 3) 10:24 to 11:3
¢

4) 11:4 to 12:20
. . . 5) 12:21 to 12:28
IH1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt 6) 12:29 to 12:51
7) 13:1 to 13:16

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the haftarah:

matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the

Yirmiyahu 46:13 to 46:28

TR

?3»1“'&'4’16.
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parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah. A : e .y

g oOd ll,ldd Besides Moshe and

Aharon, who tells Pharaoh Where did the

to let Benei Yisrael go? locusts go after the

plague ended?

When is the last time Moshe ) )
What metaphor describes just

appears before Pharaoh? ) . .
how quiet things will be for
Benei Yisrael during n11122 nan
(makkat bekhorot, the death of

the firstborns)?

Q Who asks for a blessing?

What should Benei Yisrael use to
spread blood on their doorposts?

The Torah describes a child in the
future asking, "?nKRT Nn” (mah zot,
what's this). What mitzvah is that
_child asking about?
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How did it feel to offer and eat the hoa 1277 (korban pesah, pesah offering)?

This pasuk contains some clues. It describes rules about the korban pesah, for when
it is offered in the years after 01¥n NRY? (yetziat Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt).

Shemot 12:46 mn:2? Nnw
It shall be eaten in one house; you shall not _ 22K7 IO na
take any of the meat outside the house; 920 0 0720 10 RN R
and do not break a bone of it. 112 12Yn X5 oy ayin

Inside of bones there’s something called marrow. It's edible, and some
people like to break the bones of animals they eat in order to also eat the
marrow. But the Torah tells us not to do this when eating the korban pesah.
Our 073Y13 (parshanim, commentators) wonder
why. What kind of experience is this rule
supposed to create?




Sefer Ha-Hinukh (Spain, 800 years ago)

Royalty and wise people don't smash bones
and break them the way a dog does. Only
starving poor people do that.

At the beginning of our journey to become
God'’s treasured people—a kingdom of
priests, and a holy nation—and then again
every year at this time, it's a good idea for
us to act in ways that demonstrate the high
level that we rose to then. By acting out our
imagination about this, this loftiness can be
established in our souls forever.

TO NIXN T1A?hi 180

PN 7X¥Yi71 02991 2127 712D 1RY
) nuba: m:w’n mnyy-\ ﬁn’y
oyn vzg;g'_y oK 72 N33 mw;g’_: niN?

0722y

n%a0 N7 13812 1HhNa 12 5N
TR mn mn: noonn mmn ’73
XY 10T IR N3 1Y 5233
112 07k D7YYN NIVYY 117
ANIRA "D 1279VY N21TA0 NHYPn
110ARY wm*n nYyni 73003 Yy
.021YH 1270 12701¥a12 Yapa 1Yiy

There are different times for eating in different ways. Sometimes, it's ok to eat in a
messier way, and sometimes we need to have the highest manners. Can you think of a

time for each?

What is the Sefer Ha-Hinukh telling us about the way we are supposed to see ourselves?

Rashbam (France, 950 years ago) o"avn
And do not break a bone of it - this is how you eat in a - 12 172Yn X2 oy
hurry (when you don't have time to break the bones of MTan n’_yr:qg BBy

what you're eating).

noticing in our pesukim?

{\ + Are these two experiences part of your Pesah seder? How so?
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On their way out of \

slavery, Benei Yisrael were !

uj 7T - one'MinUte Debate _in such a hurry that they didn't

i\ even have time for their

e

. \\ dough to rise (Shemot
) N 12:34,12:39). .
. Debate: It's not good to rush! “// D
J _Y

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come up with
your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to make its
best case.

Disagree! fAgree!
", + Benei Yisrael were happy to rush

- out of Mitzrayim. Being there was a

terrible experience and they didn't

want to stay for even one moment

more than they had to.

+ When you rush, you can make
mistakes, or you can fall and hurt
yourself.

+ You miss things when you go too
fast. It's good to stop and smell the
roses.

+ Why should Benei Yisrael have had

+ They were on a mission to receive
the Torah and go back to the Land

of anaan—those things are worth to rush out of D¥n (Mitzrayim,
rushing toward! :

) f‘ Egypt)? They were their own
+ There's always some rushing at the %<~ masters now, and they didn't have

last minute before any trip or move. g ® . 4o anything

+ Thanks to Benei Yisrael's rush, we quickly just because the
get to enjoy matzah! So crunchy Egyptians wanted them
and delicious. to - not even leaving!

Learn one way
the parashah

practically impacts
our lives

71 - Halakhah

Cooking on Yom Tov

Mishnah Beitzah 5:2 teaches us an important rule:

i
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There is no difference between Yom Tov and Shabbat other
than the permission to prepare food.
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Use existing fire Y

(arry necessary things .,
outside an eruv v

(ook food Y

That's a bit of an oversimplification—
actually there are a bunch of
differences. Here are a few:

YOMTOV  SHABBAT

D]
b 4
D]

The idea that cooking is ok on Yom Tov comes from our parashah! In a discussion of the
first and seventh days of Pesah, the Torah says that n2x2n (melakhah, productive work)

is forbidden. But there's one exception:

Shemot 12:16 TV:2? NNV

Except whatever is needed for people to eat, 1727 RIN Y9I 927 DIK? UK IR

that is the only thing that shall be done for you.

1027 NYY

Based on this pasuk, we are able to get up on the morning of Yom Tov and make a hot
pot of catmeal or roast some vegetables, even though those things are not allowed on

Shabbat. We get to enjoy Yom Tov by eating fresh, hot food. Yum!

There are still rules for cooking on Yom Tov, though. Here are a few to keep in mind:

+ We are not supposed to create new fires on Yom Tov. You have to light a flame
before Yom Tov and leave it burning so that you can light other fires from it in order
to cook.

+ You can only cook on Yom Tov for that day. You

leftovers.)

that fell off the tree that morning!

advance!

portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org

can't spend the afternoon of Yom Tov cooking
for the rest of the week! (But it's ok if you have

+ You can only cook things that were ready
to become food when Yom Tov started.
You can make applesauce on Yom Tov, but
you can't make applesauce from apples

+ If Yom Tov falls out on Shabbat, then
Shabbat’s rules take over. So in that
case, make sure to do all your cooking in

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet.
By engaging diirectly with texts and taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash
helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah

HADAR




n"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Shemot 10:5 n:? NIY
They (the locusts) shall cover the surface of the nRI2 52317 KDY yIRD 17Y IR N9
land, so that no one will be able to see the land. ‘10’79'\ *mv nR ’73&1 V“IN“I mz
They shall eat the surviving remnant that was left pX) mz ’Dm T\:ﬁ mn DD’? mxum
after the hail; and they shall eat all your trees that Tnm m DD’D nnyw V)h
grow in the field.
=072 = 099
- Someone who survived To sbit up (like a baby -
+ Remainder, what's refugee (palit) (liflot)

left at the end
(pleitah)

= 0218 72 Y712

In halakhah this means that -
the method of making a ut n
kosher matches the way that -
utensil would be used for
food. Sometimes people ust
this term to describe some
who learns new things quickly™
and forgets them just as

ickly. (ke-vol'o kakh polt i
quickly. (ke-vol'o kakh polto) =029

Find the Word! Output (pelet)

When Yosef reveals his true identity to his brothers, he tells them that God sent him to
Egypt so that he could help make sure their family survives. Can you find the word he
uses with this ¥V (shoresh, root)? (Hint: Look at Bereishit 45.)

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Pharaoh's servants (10:7) 8. After the plague of locusts (10:16)

2. Towards the 110 O? (Yam Suf, Reed Sea) (10:19) 9. Roasted, with matzah and 7171 (maror, bitter

3. After the plague of darkness (10:28-29) herbs), leaving no leftovers, eating in a hurry with
4. Not even a dog will bark (11:17) shoes on and staffs in hands (12:8-11)

5. A bunch of hyssop (a kind of plant) (12:22) 10. The people from the north (Bavel) who will come
6. Pharaoh (12:32) to punish Mitzrayim are compared to iT2IX (arbeh,
7. The mitzvah to give certain firstborn animals to locusts) (Yirmiyahu 46:23)

God and redeem human firstborns (13:12-15)

DEVASH | BO 5786
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The Sefer Ha-Hinukh (Book of Education) is an extremely
important book, written in Spain about 800 years ago, and studied

throughout the world to this day. It goes through the Torah and lists

every mitzvah found in the weekly Torah portion. Then it explains
the reasons behind each mitzvah and how to observe it correctly. It
is written as if by a parent for their child to educate them in how to
live a mitzvah-observant life. One of its repeated ideas is that our
actions shape the kinds of people we are and how we think about
ourselves. You can see this idea expressed in the quote from the
Sefer Ha-Hinukh in this week’s n1ay13 /Commentary section (p. 6).

The funny thing is: We have no idea who wrote it! This is an
amazing, useful, scholarly book of Torah, studied for hundreds
of years—and its author is anonymous. Some people think it was
written by Rabbi Aharon Ha-Levi of Barcelona, a colleague of the
Rashba. Others think it was actually written by a different person
called Aharon Ha-Levi, a student of the Rashba, or maybe a
different member of his family.

Today, we refer to the author as just “The Hinukh,” after the name
of the book. Whoever wrote it, we're sure thankful for the Torah
we can still learn from it. And it's fun to know there can still be
mysteries! '
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Prayer in the Parashah

Tehillim 148:12-13 A? - 22:hnp 090N

Boys and girls, elderly with youngsters will :0%7y1 Oy 073pT ni’na 021 0%77N2
praise the name of God... .'h oy nx o007

Radak (France, 800 years ago) 2%:hnp 0900 P
"Elderly with youngsters” - The elders will teach 022RTAY - ¥071Ya 0y 02apT"
them how to praise God...because youngsters " .. nx 15507 980N m“m’yv
don't know how to praise God on their own. '7'71’9 nyT n-r:z’p 07733 1R
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