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VAYIKRA

It's a double parashah this week! We combine
Behar and Behukotai.

In Eretz Yisrael, nvony (shemittah, the year of
release) happens every seven years. During

this year, no one can work the land and crops
become public property. Anyone can come and
eat.

5217 (yovel) is the 50th year, when the rules of
shemittah continue to apply as they do in the
49th year, plus all land gets returned to its original
owners.

Even before yovel, if your relative has money
‘trouble and has to sell their
land, you should try to

help them buy it back

N2IRA (geulah,
redemption).

in a process called_
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There is a mitzvah not to overcharge for
a sale. If someone is in debt to you, treat
them with compassion.

God promises blessings if Bnei Yisrael
follow the mitzvot, and some frightening
punishments if they don't. This section is
called the nn2in (tokhehah, rebuke).

God will remember God's promises to our
ancestors, and God will never punish the
people too much.

Sefer Vayikra closes with a discussion of
donations to the pvjn (mishkan, sanctuary
for God). One of those is called Yyn
(ma'aser, giving one tenth of your harvest or
newborn animals).
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0710971 VW9 - Understanding the Verses

Here's how the the Torah describes the 521

(yovel) year:

Vayikra 25:9-10 =00 RPN
You shall sound the shofar on the tenth day of nYIR 197V AN2YM
the seventh month. YTh? 11vya 7yavn ¥Tha
On Yom Kippur you shall sound the shofar 197Y 17720 0771350 0172
throughout your land. :00¥IX 502
You shall make the 50th year holy. NaY 07Ynnn nNay nX oavT
You shall proclaim freedom throughout the land n72Y7 525 YIN2 1177 0nRIm
for everyone living there. 027 7R RN 521
It shall be a yovel for you. INTAR DX Yox 0RAY)
You shall return to your ancestral land and family. :129n 1ANaYn ’7@5 L2008

What do you notice? What questions do you have about these
pesukim?

Why do you think the shofar blasts are on
Yom Kippur in the yovel year? What do you
think that moment might feel like?

In the second pasuk, there are three
things to do: make the 50th year holy,
proclaim freedom, and return to ancestral
land and family. What's the connection
between these things? How do they fit
together?

How does sounding the shofar in the first pasuk
relate to the mitzvot in the second pasuk? What
can this teach us about what the sound of the shofar represents?

In yovel, Hebrew servants are sent free and land that had been sold in
the last 49 years would go back to its original owners. What words in the
pesukim say this? What's the connection between freeing servants and
returning land? What are these mitzvot teaching us?
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WTTN - Midrash
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There's something a bit unusual about the first pasuk in our parashah, which
introduces the rules of mgnuj (shemittah, the year of release).

Vayikra 25:1

God spoke to Moshe at Har Sinai
(Mount Sinai), saying:
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‘\-ﬂ\happened at Har Sinai? What's that telling us?

~ I'm used to hearing TR? NYn 59X 'n 12771 (God
spoke to Moshe, saying...)! This is the most common
pasuk in the Torah; it introduces tons of mitzvot.
But | notice that the pasuk introducing shemittah is
different. Why does it mention that God's speaking
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the mitzvot taught at Sinai?!

rules

What does shemittah have to do with Har Sinai? Weren't all

This teaches us that all of the

came from Sinai, and that
is also true for all other
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and details of shemittah

mitzvot. All their rules
and details came from
Sinai too.

Wt
. >

In our parashah, we learn a lot of
details about shemittah. This midrash
wants us to see that the Torah seems
to be emphasizing that God gave these
details to Moshe at Har Sinai. And the
midrash is also suggesting that the
reason the Torah is making this point is
to teach us that the same is true for all
other mitzvot as well—all of their details
also came from God at Har Sinai!

Content and editing by Yitzhak Bronstein, Elie Kaunfer, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman.

Illustration by Rivka Tsinman. Design by Jen Klor.




+ What are your favorite mitzvot? How do their details
help shape your experience? Can you imagine them
without their details? Can you imagine your favorite
book or toy or game or experience without all their
details?

+ What would Shabbat feel like without all its details?
What do the details add?

+ How does it affect the way we do mitzvot to think that
even the smallest details can connect us back to Har Sinai?

+ This midrash represents the position of R. Akiva (in Talmud Bavli Hagigah
6a). But R. Yishmael has a different take! He says that Moshe only
received the general principles at Har Sinai, and the details came later.
Why does it matter? How does our understanding of Torah, Moshe, and
the Har Sinai experience change if you follow R. Akiva or R. Yishmael?

QOBOOBOOBOOEOOEOOSOOOOOO OO OO OO OO O EOOEOOSODOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OGBSO SO SOOOOOHS

J L
C
Q-

= :
THIYU79 - Commentary

Vayikra 25:2 2:nN0 RPN
Speak to Benei Yisrael and tell them: Dn'm 13?79?5.'! oRIY? 712 ’7N 13T
When you come to the land that | (God) am 02?7 103 72X WK VIR DR IR2N 7
giving you, :'ND NAY yRD NN
the land shall observe a Shabbat for God.

What does it mean that nvnY (shemittah, the year
of release) is a 'n» nay (Shabbat la-Shem, Shabbat
for God)?




Rabbeinu Behaye (Spain, 700 years ago) ?>h2 1320
The land should be off limits for any human nORYN D20 NP0A YR N7nRY
melakhah (productive work) in the seventh N51 nvyuwn “IJEJJ D‘TN
year. A person shouldn't do any work on the N y‘)T)'\ nTiaya ’7’73 'p-mwv
land, like plowing and planting. .NYTa N’71 wmn:
Sforno (Italy, 500 years ago) 127190
During this whole year, instead of serving the nTi2Yn A%van NAYD 52 NINRY
land, farmers are prepared to serve God. N5 .iNTI2Y2 1D NRTRN

1‘1an I'I’QJN‘TJ n:w: 173W
This makes shemittah like Shabbat, which the 1

Torah describes as “Shabbat for God your Lord”
(Shemot 20:9).

Rabbeinu Behaye views shemittah as being "la-Shem” in the sense that it's a time
for us human beings to sit back, not work, and just leave everything to God.

Sforno thinks “Shabbat la-Shem" is a statement of the spiritual purpose of .
shemittah. Like the day of the week Shabbat, shemittah is a time for us to
dedicate our time and attention to God.

+ Could Shabbat la-Shem mean both things?

+ Think about how we observe Shabbat every week. In additionto
refraining from melakhah, what can we do to make sure the day
is set aside "for God"? "

+ How can we make sure that we make times that are for God
in the work we do during week, even if we aren't farmers or
it's not shemittah?
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1H1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hun
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The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to

questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the §

parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

During a 921" (yovel) year,

aliyot:

1) Vayikra 25:1 to 25:18
2) 25:19 to 25: 28

3) 25:29 to 25:38

4) 25:39 to 26:9

5) 26:10 to 26:46

6) 27:1 to 27115

7) 27:16 to 27:34

T g (1 ™

haftarah: Yirmeyahu ?
1
16:19 to 17:14 =

Good ek

what's the date when the
shofar is blown?

Why can't you sell land
permanently?

What land can
never be sold?

How many times are we told
not to force workers to do really

hard labor, called 773 (perekh)?

What will God

not smell?

in sacrifices?

Are substitutions allowed

# ) What goes under
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Our midrash this week (p. 3) showed the opinion that every single
detail of Torah came from God at 21?0 Qi (Har Sinai, Mount Sinai). This
is one common perspective in Hazal, but there are also many other
views about what exactly came from Har Sinai. Here's how the Ramhal
(Amsterdam, 300 years ago) explained the experience at Har Sinai.

T 74 72T K2 - Tell Me More About This!

R. Moshe Hayyim Luzzatto (Da'at (A"5w maran nyT) 5"hnA
Tevunot 335) NN 7172 11TRO ARYY AN AT 22 2RI
Understand what God did at Har Sinai. God 7 102 ) nany 2270 02 R
didn't give them the entire Torah there in nnn '73N ,RIND '"3}7733 N2 Tm'n UW
one standing. The experience was rather a m“‘a’b"\ nTaY '73'7 n'7'713 Rk
general preparation for all mitzvah service... 53 me’? o ﬁ’ynn 015 02 TR
So God first gave them the power to keep W’l” inTi2ya f—”’wl’m” mmyn
all of God's mitzvot, and that their actions Nleakh 1171.1'? 70310 2700 ’"!9“_1

in serving God could be fruitful enough to
perfect creation.

According to the Ramhal, the Har Sinai
experience may not have included every
detail of mitzvot, but it still impacts every
mitzvah because our strength to be able
to keep mitzvot—and our power to be able
to impact the world through mitzvot—come
from Har Sinai.

+ What power or strength do we need to
keep mitzvot? What strength do you use
when you perform mitzvot?

+ Where do your powers, strengths, and
talents come from? How does it affect
your experience of keeping mitzvot to think
that your power comes from Har Sinai?

+ What is the Ramhal saying about what it
meant to receive the Torah at Har Sinai?

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking kids seriously HADAR
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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The idea of N127Y N
(areivut) comes from our

D> BT 7Y NFT - One-Minute Debate parashah. It means we're al
A ’ T ; responsible for each other;
| B i even for other people’s

I . . . mistakes! (See Halakhah on,
- Debate: | don't want to be responsible for others. = >
- | the next page) ///
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How to play: /

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

tlgree! Disagree!

+ I don't want to have responsibility for + It's nice to know we're all
everyone else’s mess-ups. It's hard in this together.

enough keeping myself out of trouble!

+ I'm glad | can do mitzvot
for other people, and they
can do mitzvot for me.

+ If I'm too young to drive, I'm too young
to have responsibility for the entire
Jewish people.

(O OOOOOBOOBOOBOOSOOEOOSODO OO OO OO OO EODO OO OO SOOI OOOOOO

N"1U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Vayikra 25:19 02:15 RPN

The land shall produce its fruit and you shall eat YaWwY 0RYOR1 1713 YIRD NI

your fill, and you shall live upon it in security. :17%Y V2D onaY"
"Of course!” ’\j It'sa
(betah)

deal!

C (n.v.2 vY) hva?

To trust = 7ihva

(livto'ah) Security (bitahon)

= ML /N2
Tind the Word! sure of
) themself
Beforg he dies, quhe bles.ses (batu'ah,
the different 0702V (shevatim, betuhah)

tribes). Check out the blessing
for shevet Binyamin. Can you
find this ¥V (shoresh, root)
there? (Hint: Look at Devarim 33.)

DEVASH | BEHAR-BEHUKOTAI 5786



Learn one way
the parashah

practically impacts

977 - Halakhah y e

There is a famous saying that goes: NnT? NT 0727 YX1Y? 53 (kol Yisrael ﬂ
areivim zeh la-zeh). It means that every Jew is responsible for every a2
other Jew. That sounds nice, but you might be surprised that the idea

here is that we are responsible whenever another person
does something wrong, even if it wasn't our fault!

We learn this from Parashat Behukotai, where
it says (Vayikra 26:37): 17hx2a WK 19¢21 —Each
person will stumble over their neighbor. A
midrash says this isn't talking about actually tripping over
other people’s feet, but rather about responsibility: Each
person is responsible for the mistakes their fellow Jew makes.
This idea is called n127Y (areivut).

One nice part of areivut is that we can help each other out!
You are able to perform a mitzvah on behalf of someone else,
because all Jews are connected to one another. This idea comes
up in the Talmud (Bavli Rosh Hashanah 29a-b; see Rashi there) and
Rambam summarizes it this way:

Rambam Berakhot 1:10 X P79 11572 M55h a"ann
» hodn

Even if you already said a berakhah (blessing)

and fulfilled your own obligation, you can make R¥71 7729 78 Oy R 192 ni57an 5o

that berakhah for other people who haven't said 070K? 77127 5 780 in2in 7

it yet, in order to help them fulfill their obligation... LAROXIND 27D 1020 777 ARY? ROY

This rule is not true for all berakhot. You can't say a berakhah over food for someone
else if you aren't eating that food yourself!

But for mitzvot it's ok. You can say a berakhah over food multiple times if that food is
a mitzvah! So, on Shabbat, a person can say Kiddush over wine (or grape juice) lots of
times for lots of other people, even if the person saying the blessing isn’t drinking that
wine (or grape juice). Rabbeinu Nissim says this is because "every Jew is responsible
for one another, and if someone else hasn't fulfilled their mitzvah, it's like you haven't
fulfilled yours” (his comments on Rif Rosh Hashanah 8a).

If you ever get the chance to make Kiddush for someone, remember that it's all
thanks to our parashah and the idea of areivut!

HADAR
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1T 71 13T IXia -
In our Halakhah section this week (p. 8) we talked about n127Y (areivut), and some of the
ways that Jewish people are all responsible for each other.

But here's a midrash that talks about the limits of our responsibility for others. In the
midrash, two rabbis interpret one line from our parashah in two different ways.

Sifra RX790
There were two people walking through the desert and 17X1 ,12TR2 1590Y 073Y
only one of them had a jug of water. If one of the people 1107 KDXR DR TR 122
were to drink it, that person would be able to stay alive , 70X NNV OR .070%Y TR
and make it through the desert to a town. But if the two 17019 ORY ,27972 RIN Y7an
people share the water, they would both die (because it .0°0n 0)2Y ,0%2Y INIR

wouldn't be enough to keep either person alive). 10710 IAYY 108 2 YT

Ben Petori taught: They should both drink and die, PR 2M" MRV 10NN
because the Torah says, “your brother shall live with you” (12:05 RPN) MY
(Vayikra 25:36).

M :N27RY 727 10 K
Rabbi Akiva replied: “your brother shall live with 1PRTIP F770 - "NRY 20K
you" — this means that your life comes before 7707
another person'’s life.

5 \

It's an intense situation and we certainly hope to never ounter anything like tr&Ben
Petori seems to focus on 7nNK 7N (ve-hei ahikha, your brother should live). He thinks
the Torah is telling us: Take actions to save your brother, no matter what (even if it won't
work, or it puts you at risk). R. Akiva seems to focus on 1Y (imakh, with you). He thinks

¢he Torah is telling us: Only save someone else in a way that keeps you safe too. You
D you Ve, In-a-wayth. }
Rave to keep your brother-alive, but only in-a-way that you will also live! v

The accepted interpretation here is Rabbi Akiva's. Based on this, there are many
complicated questions in halakhah about how far we have to go in order to help save
other people.



Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. The tenth day of the seventh month, which is Yom both holy and you must offer both of them (27:10)
Kippur (25:9) 7. All the cattle as it's being counted for 2yn

2. Because the land belongs to God, and we are (maaser, one tenth being donated to God) (27:32)
0°2YiN1 072 (geirim ve-toshavim, strangers living 8. The sixth year, right before nvny (shemittah, the
on it) (25:23) year of release) (25:21)

3. The open fields that surround the cities where 9. Right before a 212 (yovel) year - the price would
0?1_’? (Levi'im, members of the tribe of Levi) live be lowest since the land would soon be returned
(25:34) to its original owner because of yovel (25:15-16)

4. Three times (25:43, 25:46, 25:53) 10. A person who trusts in God (Yirmeyahu 17:7-

5. The pleasant smells of Benei Yisrael's offerings 8). Bonus! In this pasuk, can you find the ¥7Y
(26:31) (shoresh, root) that is featured in this week’s

6. Nope! If you dedicate an animal as a sacrifice and N2y YY ¥a/A Moment of Hebrew, p. 8?
then try to switch it out with another one, they are

A modern example is the question of whether a person should donate a kidney
to try to save the life of a person who is sick. Healthy people can donate a

kidney because they have two, but can live very well with only one. However, +
there's still a lot of risk because kidneys work better in pairs, and also because -
any operation can be dangerous. ;

In this case, many rabbis agree that you are allowed to donate a
kidney for the mitzvah of saving a life, but, because of the risks,
no one feels you have to do it (see for example Tzitz Eliezer
10:25, chapter 7).

+ Why do yo
our lives
each us

think R. Akiva doesn't tell us to give
others? What is that supposed to

What's an example of a
time when people should
risk (or even give up) their
lives in order to save
other people? Why?

How can you help others
~in-ways-that-don't put
you at risk?
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Every 50 years, 221 (yovel) would be announced with shofar blasts. Hebrew servants
would be freed, and land would return to its original owners. (See Understanding the

Verses, p. 2.)
A In the 10th n212 (berakhah, blessing) of the weekday Amidah, we make a request from
g God that also combines shofar and freedom:
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The word for freedom in our parashah is 1177
(deror) and in the Amidah it's n17n (heirut).
But it's all the same idea; you can see that the
Aramaic for deror is X010 (heiruta)! (Check out
Onkelos on our parashah, 25:10.)

In this section of the Amidah we are asking God
for ni71%3 Y127 (kibbutz galuyot, the gathering of
the exiles), which is a certain kind of freedom.
But when we say the words about the “great
shofar” we can also think about the shofar of
yovel that appears in our parashah, and we can
rememlber how servants would become free in
the yovel year.

Why is the gathering of the exiles Do you know of people who are not free?
considered a kind of freedom? What's What might help them?

"not free” about being in exile?
In the Torah, people sometimes

What makes you feel free or < became servants and lost their
not free? Can you think of ( (7) N ! freedom because they didn't
different kinds of freedom, > AN J)J' have enough money. How

might this influence what you
think about when you say this
berakhah in the Amidah?

like some that are physical
and some that are
spiritual or emotional?
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