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Aharon is commanded to light the menorah.

The 071’; (Levi'im, members of the tribe of Levi) prepare for their work
in the Mishkan.

Some people couldn't bring a o3 127 (korban pesah, pesah
offering) because they were Xnv (tamei, impure). God gives them
a chance to make it up a month later. We call this 72¥ nog (Pesah
Sheini, Second Pesah).

We are again told about the time the Mishkan was built. A cloud
would cover it in the day, and a fire at night. And when the cloud or
fire would move, Benei Yisrael would follow it.

God tells Moshe to make two silver trumpets. Their sound would
gather Benei Yisrael for special occasions.

After almost a year at Har Sinai, Benei Yisrael begin traveling through
the desert. Forward, march!

Benei Yisrael complain about eating 11 (mann, miraculous food).
They demand meat. God tells Moshe they will get so much, it will be
coming out of their noses! God sends many quail (a kind of bird), and
that's what they eat for a whole month.

Miriam and Aharon speak badly about Moshe and his wife, and
Miriam is struck with nY1¥ (tzara'at, a kind of skin disease). Moshe
prays for God to heal her.




4 N
0710911 VY9 - Understanding the Verses

When Benei Yisrael traveled through the wilderness, the 119X (aron, ark) went first.

Bemidbar 10: 35-36 19-n9:7 12 TA
When the aron would set out, Moshe would say: NYN IR 1IRD Y012 0N
"Arise, O God! 229K %971 ' P
May Your enemies be scattered, 17181 ﬂ’q;;i’;p 1017

And may those who hate You flee before You!” . e
"N N2 IR NhidA

58197 299K N1227

And when the aron came to a rest, he would say:
"Return, O God,
The many thousands of Yisrael.”

+ What do you notice? What do you wonder about?

+ When the aron set out on a journey, why might
Moshe have mentioned scattering Benei Yisrael's
enemies?

+ When the aron came to a rest, why might he
have mentioned God's returning? Who is being
returned? Where had they gone?

Do these pesukim sound familiar? They're
from the Torah service at shul!

We sing the first pasuk when we open the
VTP 11X (aron kodesh, holy ark) to take
out the Torah to read from it.

The second pasuk is part of what we
say when we put the Torah away after
it's read, just before we close the aron
kodesh.

Next time you hear these pesukim at
shul, think about hearing Moshe say
these words at the beginning or the

In shul, these pesukim connect the aron

kodesh that's in front of us with the aron end of a journey. (an You lose vour
from the mishkan. This way we link our eves and imagine vourself in the
Torah reading with Benei Yisrael's journey wilderness? How might it have felt?

through the wilderness.
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W1TN - Midrash

Bemidbar 11:1

The people were like mit'onenim, which was

bad in the eyes of God.

God heard and got angry and a fire of God

broke out against them.

X:X? 92Tha

' 73TR2 Y1 B73RN0D DY 707
"N YR 027201 18K 107 'h ynun
:NINNN N¥PA 2ORAY

st

It consumed the edge of thecamp. o / g
A [ _ ) 8222 -
L7 O L : 4 (ot of I = )
QO/ ~ What does it mean that the buggeqy, Shimgre
5 ' people were like mit'onenim? / ”””Sualint/;gsgm@tbmy
) \k% L /,// \ Yahte
Wc P L S
Sifrei Bemidbar plpiseikalale

"Mit'onenim” means "making themselves
resentful"—looking for an excuse to
separate from God.

07YRan ,07nY 10N KPR 0722IR0N 17K
.0ipnn MR Y1as 070y

The YV (shoresh, root) of mit'onenim is 1.1.8, which means to grumble or complain.

This midrash is noticing that “mit'onenim” is in a form called hitpa'el, which means it's an
action people do to themselves (in English this is called a “reflexive” verb). So the midrash
learns from this that the people’s bad attitude came
from themselves—they were making themselves
resentful, and that's where their complaining
came from.

+ Very often, the experiences we have

can depend on our perspectives. How
does your perspective affect your
experience? Can your perspective
sometimes make a situation better or
worse? How so?

Have you ever noticed yourself looking
for something to complain about, or making a bigger deal out of something that's not
really that bad? Why do you think you would do this to yourself? Are you able to do the
opposite—make a situation better by looking for the good in it?

In the wilderness, why might Benei Yisrael have been looking for things to complain about?
Can you find evidence that they were doing this from other places in our parashah?

Content and editing by Yitzhak Bronstein, Elie Kaunfer, Chana Kupetz, Shoshie Lockshin, Ethan Tucker, Effy Unterman.
lllustration by Rivka Tsinman. Design by Jen Klor.



(VAS
STHIY19 - Commentary

Last week’s parashah ended with gifts being brought to the mishkan in an event known
as 07X n2an (hanukkat ha-nesi'im, the dedication of the chiefs).

This week’s parashah opens with a mitzvah for Aharon: to light the menorah. But it
doesn't seem to fit in the flow of the story! Our 073¥13 (parshanim, commentators)
wonder: Why does the menorah appear here?

Rashi explains with a midrash.

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) M"YI
When Aharon saw hanukkat ha-nesi'im, he got 07X%7Y3n N3N TIOR NRIYIY 297
upset that he and his tribe were not included. DRy N70 KDY IAYT TR NYIN

) A0aY KDY RN &Y N9ana
The Holy Blessed One said to Aharon, "Don't : : T

worry! You have an even more important 7770 1IN 7112 YITRA 10 0K
role than them: lighting and setting up the P72 NARY ,0N2YN NPT AHY
candles.” D130 nx 2°0m

+ Everyone feels left out sometimes. What message does this midrash have for
someone who is feeling excluded?

Ramban asks some questions about this interpretation. Why would God make Aharon
feel better specifically with the menorah? Why not mention some of Aharon’s other jobs,
like offering N7V (ketoret, incense) or other N1127p (korbanot, sacrifices), or the service
of Yom Kippur when he went into the 0791 UTp (kodesh kodashim, the holiest part of
the mishkan), which only he could do?

+ What do you think Rashi would say to answer these questions? What does
it say about the daily lighting of the menorah in the mishkan if God thinks

it is similar to the special gifts and sacrifices offered by the nesi'im
when the mishkan was first dedicated?



Ramban suggests that the menorah in our parashah was actually a hint about
something else.

Ramban (Spain, 800 years ago) 1"ann
The purpose of this story (the midrash oY NYI8n 1 T YT LT NTANND 122Y DR
that Rashi quotes) is to provide a hint from 17K 777 DY 239 m:: nn Ny nm ':vw “DJn
our parashah for the holiday of Hanukkah, 17;;1

when lights would be lit in the second Beit

2499 9 5 5 D) i i 94
Ha-Mikdash by Aharon’s descendents... i ;T? 0709 n’_:;,ng; PRI nTi) 11?)’291

12T NYNnY KN 7172 YT 12 0K ...070)
| found this language in Megillat Setarim na YUY nnK n2an v? wbx DRI n-m R
from Rabbeinu Nissim... The Holy Blessed 777 5y bmwv’p *1:1 nYiy um nmn mb-m
One was telling Moshe to tell Aharon: mgu; byi '\ZH?QJ n21Mm w;gwm 0°0] 1799
There will be a different hanukkah ..7R2IYN 732 123N XYM
(dedication) in the future and it will
involve candle lighting. | (God) will make
these miracles and salvation happen for
Israel through your descendants. This
Hanukkah will be known by their name,
the Hashmonaim...

07R YTpni 022 17RYIY Y177 12T ,0Aam
,Nidva nmw a% 1270 2281 17’70: m::wm
R70Y ,7R2I0YN n:un nm’: ROR TN XD ’pnx
um'n: 1:nm ﬁnxb qx rmu

We know that without a Beit Ha-Mikdash
there are no more korbanot and also

no daily menorah lighting. But God was
hinting to Aharon about lighting Hanukkah
candles, which would continue even after
the destruction in our exile.

According to Ramban, the
thing that made Aharon feel
better was not lighting the
menorah in the mishkan,

but that his descendants
would start a different kind of
Hanukkah—the holiday!!'—and
that this would last forever
even when the Beit Ha-
Mikdash was destroyed.

Copyright (c) 2026 by Hadar | Devash: Behaalotkha 2026 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons.
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+ Why would the future lighting of Hanukkah candles make . >
Aharon feel better than all the other special things he got \ s /
to do in the mishkan? hdyg Vo }
. . " . \ o;unS tio n :ugbl $ /
+ What does this mean about the importance of lighting WO the A
. i e
Hanukkah candles every year? How does this change We'//w,,t i %/ ‘
(3
the way we think about and celebrate the holiday? p“b"'sbed,:;kfo 55
BOOCOBOOOOIIOOOOIIIOOOOOHIOOOOOHIIOOOOOAIIGOOOOAIIGOOOOHIIIOOOOHIIIOOOOHIIIOOOOORIOO Wr, Tte ¢ Yture ,'S' nds
at el/asb €so DeVasl/,/g ¢
‘ arorg
', Ekj 11U 79 U417 - A Moment of Hebrew
Bemidbar 11:8 n:X? 922
The people would go about and gather it, 127 X 07072 120VY VPR DY Y
grind it between millstones or pound it in a Ny IR WYY 11192 1YY NDTHA
mortar, boil it in a pot, and make it into cakes. !179’%50 “rg)"? oyuvs imglg n2im
It tasted like rich cream.
= D1 nano
(2.h. YY) jhod Windmill (tahanat
C ' ’ ru‘ah)
To grind or crush
(lit'hon)
= nanovn

g e IO ,\

Tahini (tehinah)

: : s | G g00n ar'mbl on
Tlﬂd the WIOI‘ d N Wi ébmt something

When Moshe Sees Benei \(israel\danciné aroondthe = .~ (ithon mayim)
golden calf, he burns the calf and then grinds it up. Can b — o) -

you find the word that contains our w7¥ (shoresh, root) 7 " —A
in Shemot 32:207? L ada =



aliyot:
1) Bemidbar 8:1 to 8:14

C} 2) 8:15 to 8:26
@&

N}

= 3) 9:1to 9:14

4) 9:15 to 10:10
5) 10:11 to 10:34
6) 10:35 to 11:29
7) 11:30 to 12:16

haftarah: Zekhariah
214 to 417

N\
9

Iy

the menorah in the ! What's important
)n?(

mishkan have? . about the age 257

HH1W NI7XKY -

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

+ How many lamps did

What was the makeup date
for the Nog 1277 (korban ¥ What's something that would

3

pesah, pesah offering)? happen when Benei Yisrael

went to war and on holidays?
© Which tribe had
sl

a leader named + Who says that their job
i
Pagi'el? is too difficult?

J How many days did Miriam

quarantine outside the camp?

ality did Moshe
, more than anyone else

B ol . - From the haftarah: In a
e whole world? ~
better time in the future,
where will people invite

each other to sit? *

——-as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. Write to us: devash@hadar.org




| P H'T'7¢ Ny T - One-Minute Debate

! Debate: You should never complain.
How to play:
Here are some arguments to get you started, but tl’y to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

+ No one likes a whiner. + If you just hold your feelings

+ Very often, there's no real in, you'll get more upset and
reason to complain. A better nothing will improve. Complain
attitude will help you realize if you need to.
that things aren't so bad. + You just have to make sure

you're doing it for the right
reason! Moshe complained
about not being able to do his
job alone, and God responded
by making sure he got help.

«+ If you have a problem you can
ask for help or you can give
constructive feedback. That's
different than complaining.

QOEGOOEGOOOOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOBD OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO

). 4

1T 7U 13T4 IXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

Here are some other

examples of verbs C
(action words) in Tanakh

that are in hitpa'el form,

like 022JR0N (Mit'onenim)
which we learned about
onp.3.

L nNan DR hoann
N.5.a oY Vet TR TR

They shall shave themselves and

To shave —._the patch of skin (Vayikra 13:33)

One of these examples is
not like the others! See if
you can spot which one.
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INYRY DT DAY 079 17 §
WYan? K1 §

The two of them—the man
and his wife—were naked and
they were not ashamed of
themselves. (Bereishit 2:25)

L

) C ¥.1.a U
To shame

"nya 55inon 7Ty

"You still lift yourself up over
My people” (Shemot 9:17)

h.n.Y ¥

o - 2 e
MNAY? K21 Y127 KD 7271 To bow down

But Mordekhai did not
bend and did not bow
himself down (Esther 3:2)

N DY 7290m ¥91 NN RN

558 /)
She was depressed and prayed C
to God (Shmuel Alef 1:10) To pray

The translations of the hitpa'el verbs include "myself,” "herself,” and so on. This is
because hitpa'el describes things people do to themselves.

+ Why is praying in hitpa'el form? What do you have to do to yourself in order to pray?

+ The shoresh %.5.8 can have many meanings besides “to pray,” such as: “to turn” or
"to think.” Does prayer depend on making yourself turn toward something or making
yourself think about something? How so?

+ What could you learn from this? How would this change the way you pray?

HADAR ‘



Learn one way
the parashah

‘/C"\D‘C?/:@ practically impacts
/\ our lives
Nt

11277 - Halakhah A

-

Are you supposed to be happy on Shabbat? If you read the Tanakh carefully, you will
see that the word nnnv (simhah, joy) never appears in connection with Shabbat! The
Torah only commands us to rejoice on our holidays, like Pesah, Shavuot, and Sukkot.
(Last year, in Devash for Ki Tavo, we talked about specific ways that we show our
simhah on holidays.)

The prophet Yeshayahu refers to Shabbat as a time for A3y (oneg), which means
something more like “pleasure” or "delight.” Sure, you have to rest on Shabbat and
take a break, but do you have to actively find ways to be happy?

A few practices connected to Shabbat suggest that happiness is not an important
part of the day:

When someone dies, we observe shiva, seven days of mourning for them. If a holiday
like Pesah comes along in the middle of shiva, the period of mourning is cut short by
the simhah of that holiday. But Shabbat does not cut off mourning. Shabbat is part of
shiva, and mourning practices that are more private continue on Shabbat itself.

On a regular Shabbat, after Minhah, it's traditional to recite a group of verses known
as PI¥ ANTY (tzidkatekha tzedek), which is a way of accepting things even if they're
sad. We only skip this prayer when Shabbat falls on a happier day, like Rosh Hodesh
or Hanukkah.
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. Seven (8:2) 5. The tribe of Asher (10:26)
2. It's how old the 0?1_’? (Levi'im, members of the tribe of 6. Moshe (11:14)
Levi) were when they started to work in the mishkan 7. Seven (12:15)
(8:24) 8. Moshe asks his father-in-law to act as eyes for Benei
3. The 14th day of the second month (we call it lyyar) Yisrael (10:31); God says Benei Yisrael will eat meat
(9:11) until it comes out of their noses (11:20)
4. The nayixn (hatzotzrot, trumpets) would be blown 9. Humility (12:3)
(10:9-10) 10. Under the shade of vines and fig trees (Zekhariah 3:10)

OOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO0

On the other hand, in our parashah, one of the times we're told to blow horns in
the mishkan is DQNNNY 01721 (Uveyom simhatkhem, on the days of your joy). The
midrash in Sifrei Bemidbar 77 says this refers to Shabbat!

In fact, if you look closely, you can find all kinds of hints to simhah in our Shabbat
prayers and songs. In the main berakhah about Shabbat in the Amidah, we say
12NnY1 (ve-samheinu, make us happy). During Shabbat Musaf, there is a whole
paragraph called 1nnY? (yismekhu, be happy). And one of the Shabbat zemirot, the
special songs we sing, is called nhnw1 nN1an (menukhah va-simhah, rest and joy).

So you don't necessarily have to have a party on Shabbat, but it is also a good time
to find joy in the rest, prayers, meals, and Torah learning of Shabbat.




Bemidbar 12:13

God, please heal her, please!

Mekhilta DeRebbe Yishmael Vayasa 1

There was a story about a student who led the
prayers before R. Eliezer, and was brief in his
blessings.

The other students said: Rabbi, did you see how this
person was so brief in his blessings?

They mocked him and said: This sage is a shortcut-
taker!

R. Eliezer said to the students: Was he being briefer
than Moshe who said, God, please heal her, please?!

+ Have you ever felt the need to pray quickly? Why?

+ When you pray, is it better to say more words
quickly even if that means you won't be able to
really think about them, or fewer words slowly so
that you'll be able to think about them and say
them carefully? Why?

A?2:2? 212TnNa

NP K1 RO R DX

- h5wa 5rynNY? 2277 khHY7ON
R NYIO Y021 T RNOON

"1 7197 12YY TR 0702 NYYD
5 190K 17010722 ¥ ATYIOR
‘1:{71!) m’:g nvm 220 mm’:n
17'711 mw’m 17-n wm:w:n
1% 0on *rm’:n 17’73: tmmm
T RN

nYnn 017 0T ¥R KD 002 0N
"AY K2 Nsn R O-R" mmw
l?(m 22 977n3)

+ The student in this story
was being mocked for
something he did in his
prayer. Have you ever felt
someone was judging you
for the way you pray? How
did that make you feel?
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