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I. Incompatible worldviews

1. Talmud Bavli Bava Batra 10a
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And this is the question that [Quintus] Tineius Rufus the
wicked one asked R. Akiva: If your god loves the poor, why

does he not provide for them?
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He said to him: In order that we be saved through them

from the judgment of hell.
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He said to him: The opposite! This makes you liable for hell!
| will tell you what this is like. To what is the matter similar?
To a mortal king that was angry with his slave and threw him
in jail, commanding that no one should provide for him food
or water. One person came and provided for him food and
water. When the king heard, would he not be angry with
him?! And you are called slaves, as it is said, “For the

Israelites are My slaves!” (VaYikra 25:55).
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R. Akiva said to him: | will tell you what this is like. To what
is the matter similar? To a mortal king that was angry with
his son and threw him in jail, commanding that no one
should provide for him food or water. One person came and

provided for him food and water. When the king heard,
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would he not send him a gift?! And we are called “sons”, as it

is written, “You are Adonai your God’s sons” (Devarim 14:1).
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He said to him: You are called sons and you are called
slaves. When you do God’s will you are called sons, and
when you do not do God’s will you are called slaves. And

now, you are not doing God’s will!
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He said to him: Thus he says, “[This is the fast | desire...:] Is
it not to give your bread to the hungry, and to bring the
wretched poor [into your] house?” (Yeshayah 58:7). When
does “the wretched poor [into your] house” [apply]? Today,

and it said, “Is it not to give your bread to the hungry?”
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Il. Through a mirror, darkly

2. Talmud Yerushalmi Avodah Zarah 1:2 / 39c
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Said R. Levi: The day that Shlomo married into the family of
Pharaoh Nekho, king of Egypt, Micha’el came down and

great thicket—this is the great city in Rome.

The day that Yeravam set up the golden calves, Remus and
Romulus came and built the two huts in Rome.

The day that Eliyahu was removed from the world, they set up
a king in Rome: “But there was no king in Edom; a viceroy was

king” (1 Melakhim 22:48).

wedged a reed in the sea and alluvium rose up and it became a
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lll. “Two nations in your womb”

3. Bereishit Rabbah 75:5
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“[Ya’akov] commanded them, saying, ‘So shall you say to
my lord, to Esav’” (Bereishit 32:5). Rabbeinu said to R. Efes,
“Write a letter in my name to our lord, King Antoninus.” He
got up and wrote, “From Yehudah Nesiah to our lord, King
Antoninus.” He took it and read it and ripped it. He said to
him, “Write: From your servant Yehudah to our lord, King
Antoninus.” He said to him, “My teacher, why do you
disgrace your honour?” He said to him, “What—am | better
than my ancestor!? Did it not say, ‘So said your servant

Ya’akov’!?”
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4. Talmud Bavli Avodah Zarah 10a-11a
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Antoninus said to Rabbi, “I want Severus my son to reign
in my place and to make Tiberias a colony. Butif | say to
them one, they’ll do it; both, they won’t do it.” He
brought a man and put him on another’s shoulders and
gave the upper guy dove and said to the lower one, “Say
to the upper one to let the dove fly from his hand.” He
said, “Learn from this that this is what he is saying to me:
‘You ask of them that Severus my son will reign in my

place, and say to Severus to make Tiberias a colony.”
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He said to him, “The important men of Rome are
troubling me.” He brought him to the garden. Every day
he would uproot one radish from the vegetable patch

before him. He said, “Learn from this that this is what he
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is saying to me: ‘You kill them one by one and they will

not all overpower you.”
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But let him say it explicitly! He said: The important men
of Rome will hear me and trouble me. But let him say itin
a whisper! Because it is written, “For a bird of the

heavens will bring the voice” (Kohelet 10:20).
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He had a daughter called Gira. She did something
forbidden. He sent him arugula; he sent him coriander;

he sent him leeks; he sent him lettuce.
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Every say he would sent him gold crushed in sacks, with
wheat on top of them. He said to them, “Bring grain to
Rabbi.” He said to him, “I do not need it, | have lots.” He
said to him, “Leave it for one after you who will give to
the one after me that comes after you, and and those that

come from them will be discharged through it.”
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He used to have a tunnel that went up from his house to
Rabbi’s house. Every day he would bring two slaves. One
he would kill at the entrance to Rabbi’s house and one he
would kill at the entrance to his house. He would say to
him, “When | come to you, let no man be found before

”»

you.
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One day he found R. Hanina bar Hama who was sitting.
He said, “Didn’t | say to you, ‘When | come to you, let no
man be found before you’!?” He said to him, “He is no

man.” He said to him, “Let him say to that slave outside
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the entrance that he should get up and come here.”
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R. Hanina bar Hama went out; he found him killed. He
said, “What should I do!? If I go and tell him he was killed,
one should not return with bad news. If | leave him and
go, | will be dishonouring the kingdom!” He prayed and
gave him life and sent him in. He said, “I know that the
least of you raise the dead. But when | come, let no man

be found before you.”
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Every day he would serve Rabbi: he would feed him and
give him drink. When Rabbi wanted to go into his bed, he
would bend over before the bed. He would say to him,
“Go up on me to your bed.” He said to him, “Itis not
appropriate to dishonour the kingdom so much.” He said
to him, “Would that they make me into a mattress under

you in the next world!”
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He said to him, “Will | come to the next world?” He said
to him, “Yes.” He said to him, “But isn’t it written, ‘There
will be no survivor of the house of Esav’ (Ovadiah 1:18)?”

About one who does the deed of Esav.
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It is also recited thus: “There will be no survivor of the
house of Esav”’—could it be for everyone? That’s why the
verse says, “to the house of Esav”’—about one who does

the deed of Esav.
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He said to him, “But isn’t it written, ‘There is Edom, her
kings and all of her princes’ (Yehezkel 32:29)!?” He said to

him, “‘Her kings’—but not all her kings; ‘all her
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princes’—but not all her officers.”

Itis also recited thus: “Her kings”—but not all her kings;
“all her princes”—but not all her officers. “Her
kings”—but not all her kings: to exclude Antoninus ben
Severus; “all her princes”—but not all her officers: to

exclude Ketiah bar Shalom.
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What happened with Ketiah bar Shalom? The caesar
hated the Jews. He said to the important men of the
kingdom, “On who has a thread on his foot, should he cut
it and live or leave it and be in pain?” They said to him,

“He should cut it and live.”
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Ketiah bar Shalom said to them, “One, you won’t be able
to defeat all of them, as it is written, ‘For | spread you as
the four winds of heaven’ (Zekhariah 2:10). What is it
saying? If you say ‘| scattered them on the four
winds’—this ‘as the four winds’ should have been ‘to the
four winds’! Rather, just as it is impossible for the world
to be without wind, so too is it impossible for the world to
be without Israel. Further, they will call you ‘a cut off

kingdom.”
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He said to him, “You spoke well, but anyone who defeats
the king they throw him into a hollow furnace.” When
they took him out, a noblewoman said to him, “Woe to
the ship that goes without the tax.” He fell on his foreskin
and cut it off. He said, “I gave the tax, | will pass and
travel.” When they threw him, he said, “All my property to

R. Akiva and his colleagues!” R. Akiva went out and
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explained, “‘It was for Aharon and his sons’ (Shemot

29:28)—half for Aharon and half for his sons.”
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An oracle went out and said, “Ketiah bar Shalom is
invited to the life of the next world.” Rabbi cried and said,
“Some acquire their world in one hour, and some acquire

their world in many years.”
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Antoninus served Rabbi. Arteban served Rav. When
Antoninus died, said Rabbi: The cord is separated! When

Arteban died, said Rav: The cord is separated!
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Aquilas bar Kalonymus converted. Caesar sent a troop of
Romans after him. He drew them in with verses; they
converted. He sent another troop of Romans after him,

he said to them, “Do not say anything to him.”
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When they came to take him, he said to them, “I will say
one word to you: the lower officer holds the torch before
the next rank; that rank for the duke; the duke for the
governor; the governor for the count; the count—does he
carry the torch before anyone?” They said to him, “No.”
He said to them, “The Holy Blessed One carried the torch
before Israel, as it is written, ‘And God walked before
them day [in a pillar of cloud... and by night in a pillar of
fire]’ (Shemot 13:21).” They all converted.
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He sent another troop after him. He said to him, “Do not

I”

converse with him!” When they took him, there was a

mezuzah placed at the entrance. He placed his hand on it
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and said to them, “What is this?” They said to him, “You

tell us.”
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He said to them, “In the way of the world, a mortal king
sits inside and his servants guard him from outside. But
for the Holy Blessed One, God’s servants are inside and
God guards them from outside, as it is said, ‘God guards
your going out and coming in from now until forever’
(Tehillim 121:8).” They converted. He sent no more after

him.
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“God said to [Rivkah], ‘Two nations are in your womb’”
(Bereishit 25:23). Said Rav Yehudah said Rav: Do not read
“nations” but “high ones”—this is Antoninus and Rabbi,
such that lettuce, cucumbers, and radishes never ceased

from their tables, neither in the summer not in the winter.
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5. Genesis 33:8-9
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¥[Esav] said, “Who is this whole camp for you that | met?”
[Ya’akov] said, “To gain your favour, my lord.” °Esav said,

“I have lots, my brother, let what is yours be yours.”
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6. Tosafot Avodah Zarah 10b
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We say in a midrash, “Milk renders impure, milk renders pure:
When Rabbi was born, they decreed not to circumcise; but his
father and his mother circumcised him. Caesar sent and brought
Rabbi and his mother before him. But his mother exchanged him

with Antoninus and nursed him, until she brought him before
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Caesar. So he found him uncircumcised and dismissed them
peacefully. Yet that leader said, ‘I saw that they circumcised that
one; but the Holy One, blessed be He, does miracles for them at

every instant.” So they rescinded the decree.”
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