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Definitions from: The Talmud, The Steinsaltz Edition: A Reference Guide

2N Lit. an associate, a colleague. In the Talmudic period, this referred to a person who became a

member of a group dedicated to the precise observance of mitzvot. A person who wished to enter such
a society had formally to accept its practices in the presence of three other members. The main stress
of these groups was the strict observance of the laws of terumah (nninn) and tithes (nnwyn) and
careful adherence to ritual purity, so much so that they would eat even non sacrificial food (]"721n) in a
state of ritual purity. In practice, all Torah scholars were n"an. However, many of the common people
(see yaxn ny) and even some Samaritans were included in this category. Acceptance as a 7an removed
an individual from the category of an yaxn Dy and his statements regarding tithes and ritual purity
were accepted as true and were relied upon. In later generations, the term nan took on a more
restricted meaning and was used to refer only to important scholars.

YOIRN OV Acommon, uneducated person (lit., “the people of the land”). A term specifically used in

the Mishnaic period to refer to an ignorant person who is not scrupulous in his observance of the
commandments. At times the term was used to refer only to those who were far from Torah practice,
but it also referred, on occasion, to those who maintained a certain level of religious observance. The
opposite of an yaxn oy is a “colleague” (Wan). There were many restrictions governing relations
between “colleagues” and “common people”, particularly in the areas of ritual purity and tithes. For
example, an yaxin oy and his clothes were considered ritually impure, and contact with him imparted
ritual impurity. Similarly, with regard to tithes and certain other prohibitions, the word of an yaxn ny
was not accepted. These restrictions were relaxed during the festival season. Towards the end of the
Mishnaic period most of the restrictions governing the yaxn ny were rescinded, partly out of fear of
causing division within the Jewish people and partly because there was a significant improvement in
the religious observance of the masses. Thus, though the colloquial usage of the term yaxn oy
remains, it no longer has Halakhic significance.
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AN OPT-IN GROUP--CHOOSING TO BE AN INSIDER
MisHNAH DEMAI CHAPTER 2
DY 7¥NX NOINNN 1'RIL,NYT 101 NRI7 12'R1EL,WA N7 YIRD DY7 1010 1'R ;02N DeraY 1y 7apn
DT YNO KN R71,NPT NNN2A 772 K7 X ,INIR DTIN' 20 LNI00A 178X INNINA K71, YIRN
2707 198 1K X717 N W TR NN wnwnil ,0'MnY% Xnun X' X710, pinvAl

One who takes it upon himself to be a Chaver [one who scrupulously observes tithes and
purity laws] may not sell to an ignorant person wet or dry [produce], nor buy from him wet
[produce], nor be the guest of an Am HaAretz nor host him as a guest [when he is clothed] in
his [own] garments. Rabbi Yehudah says, “He may not even raise small animals, nor be
unrestrained regarding vows and entertainment, nor become defiled by [contact with] a
corpse, and frequent the house of study.” They said to him, “These are not included in the
general principle.”

NOT A LICENSE TO DISCRIMINATE-- DIFFERENT BUT FAIR

MisHNAH DeEmAI CHAPTER 6:9

D'ON "IXI 1179 DIZNAY D'ON DNX 70,17 17 RID 710" ,yIXD DY DNAX DX Y'Y YIRD DVI 2N
INI D'ON NNKR 70,17 MR RT 72X 12179 DIpnaw |t REIYD DAY |t NNR L1179 DIpnaY

WA NN 70X AN N7 ANK 70 0Ny

A Chaver and an Am HaAretz [one who is lax in observing purity laws] who inherited from their

Am HaAretz father: he [theChaver] can say to him: "You take the wheat from such-and-such

area and | the wheat from such-and-such area, you the wine from such-and-such area and |

the wine from such-and-such area." However, he may not say to him: "You take the wheat and

| the barley, you take the fresh and | will take the dried."

WHEN THINGS GET MORE COMPLICATED: MUST WE HAVE PURITY WITHIN PURITY LAWS?

THe TaLmMub BracHoT 308

SHouLp WE CANCEL SOMEONE?

NN 20 N2AT N7 NINN % TYUN TRR 12T TYUNIE DNan NAT iy 72w yakn oy XanT
TA72 72T INIK? X7X TYUNI 12'K DNIX 0'NONI

As itis taught: an am ha’aretz,( i.e., one who is unreliable with regard to ritual impurity and

tithes), who accepts upon himself the matters of haver status (i.e., that he will be stringent in

all matters observed by haverim, including teruma, tithes, and halla etc.) but subsequently he

was suspected with regard to one matter (in which others saw him act improperly), he is

suspected with regard to the entire Torah. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir. And the Rabbis

say: He is suspected only with regard to that particular matter.
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Must Be ALL In!

INIX ['7270 'R TAX 12T YIND DNAN NaT 72297 xan 'n
The Sages taught: one who comes to accept upon himself the matters of haver status except
for one matter, (which he does not wish to observe) he is not accepted, (and he is not
trustworthy even with regard to those matters that he does wish to accept upon himself.)

WHo, WHeN AnD How To Join THE GRouP?
INIX "TA'M 7D INKRIINIX 7277 1N )N DY ANRY INIR'RY OX NNAN D27 7377 Xxan a'n
TNY RINLINIX '7277 7 217D 2 NIR N2 Y™ INIR 2271 )9 INRE IR [FTR'M IR? DNI
7101 DA™
The Sages taught: one who comes to accept upon himself the matters of haver status, if we
have seen that he practices such matters in private, within his home, he is accepted, and
afterward he is taught the precise details of being a haver. But if we have not seen him act as a
haver in his home, he is taught first and afterward accepted. Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai says:
Whether in this case or that case, he is first accepted, and he then continues to learn in the
usual manner, i.e., as a haver he learns from others how to behave.

PASSOVER-- THE ULTIMATE INSIDER HOLIDAY
TB PesacHim 3a-3B
PIT2 INPTN 'R IR PIT2 INPTN QWY NY2INA NAN7 N 1DWRNL,j7NX' 12 RNl 20N N 1y

R. Nahman b. Isaac was asked: If one rents a house to his neighbor on the fourteenth, does it
stand in the presumption of having been searched or not?

NN RN 'NNOKRY 27rwRT RN7 2N T w7 ' vnY
What difference does it make? Let us ask him!
— He is not present to be asked: hence what about troubling this one [the tenant]

D20 17'9X D'TAY 17'9K D'W] 17'9X yRN 11y 2y 01NN 720 DINGAN 7NY' 12 AN 21 107 X

— Said R. Nahman b. Isaac to them, We have a teaching: All are believed concerning the
removal of leaven, even women, even slaves, even minors.

Ynn nj7'12 78X DA DM2AN 790 12077 PITA INPTNT DIYN IX? 10N 28Ny0 'KN

Now why are they believed? Is it not because it stands in the presumption of having been
searched, as [the Tanna] holds, All are haberim in respect to the searching of leaven.
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DIZINN NPTNA [N N AIF 2 [N "9X NIN'D RN NI NAINENNY NaN XAONT
For it was taught: If a haber dies and leaves a store-house full of produce [crops], even if they
are but one day old, they stand in the presumption of having been tithed.

TrusT Keeps Us TOGETHER
TaLmup Bavil HAGIGAH 224

TNX 72 RN K7W T - MWD NN 722 NI | NNNL 7Y 'I9K1 750 NN 90 ol ' N RN
NNITNO KIT'RN [1'7270 |[XND IX99 11 WNIKX .INXY7 DNITR N9 QYT INXY7 NN nial 1710 TNKI

SOI' "D - [NND LY DN

...Itis taught: Said R. Yose: Why are all trusted all year to say that wine and oil [designated for
sacrifices] are pure? So that each person will not go off and build their own altar and burn
their own red heifer. Said R. Pappa: According to whose opinion do we now accept testimony
from amei ha’aretz? According to R. Yose.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE IN COMMUNITY?
In his essay, “Pluralism, Integrity, and Community,” Rabbi Ethan Tucker defines community as
intentional interdependence:

“Community means being in a relationship with someone in a way that makes you vulnerable
to them, dependent on their interpretations and decisions. Living in community with
someone means sacrificing some degree of autonomy... We form community with others
when we allow others’ choices and decisions to have consequences for us. We all need groups
of people in our lives that we trust. This trust is what allows us to form close community.*”

! Ethan Tucker, “Pluralism, Integrity, and Community, Part 1: Parashat VaYikra 5776,” Hadar Institute,
https://www.hadar.org/torah-resource/pluralism-integrity-and-community-part-1.
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