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a nefesh (soul)
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Why does the
Torah describe a
person who bvinqs
this sacrifice a
a nefesh?

Talmud Bavli Menahot 104b

R. Yitzhak says: What makes the minhah different,
that the Torah calls a person who brings it a nefesh
(soul)?

The Holy Blessed One said: "Who normally brings
a minhah? Someone who is poor. | consider their
minhah to be as if they offered their nefesh to Me.”
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A minhah is a grain sacrifice, so it was less expensive
than an animal sacrifice. The midrash notices that this
kind of korban would usually come from someone who
didn't have a lot to give. According to this midrash, the
word nefesh teaches that God really values this kind of
korban, even though it's inexpensive. God considers it
like the ultimate sacrifice: the sacrifice of a person’s soul.

THINK ABoVT IT!

+ The fanciest korban is not necessarily the best. Why does God value
the minhah so highly, even though it's the cheapest korban?

+ Can you apply this idea to other mitzvot? What makes a person's
mitzvah worth a lot? What are some mitzvot that might not look fancy
or important, but can have a big impact?

+ Have you ever received a gift that was meaningful to you even though
it was small? What besides money can make a gift valuable? What is
this midrash teaching us about how to judge the value of a gift?

+ Can you imagine being in a situation where you weren't sure you'd
have enough food to eat—but you still chose to give some of your
flour to God? Why would you do this? What is the role of faith in this
kind of sacrifice?
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Mishnah Hullin 3:7 T:2 17270 navn
For locusts, anything that has four legs, four wings, ,D?’;Jﬂ_ yaIR b Y 55 ,0722027
leaping legs, and wings covering the greater part 179101 ,0790721 ,07929 Y2IX)
\ of its bodly (is kosher). .27 K 129iN
R. Yose says it also has to be called “locust.” 220 Y1 ,AnIR 707?727

Our parashah lists some names of insects that would fit into these categories (11:22), but
most communities believe we aren't totally sure how to identify them. It seems they are
all some type of locusts, crickets, or grasshoppers.

ome bugs are
kosher?!?

The Shulhan Arukh (Yoreh De'ah 85) teaches two halakhot about kosher insects:

4 « \l 1) You cannot rely on the signs alone. They also must be called locusts or
have a tradition that they were called locusts and that they are kosher.
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Our parashah tells us that kosher N3,
insects must have four legs plus m
an additional set of legs used for %
jumping. Hazal add another two

kosher signs for bugs:

2) Lgcusts, j /; like fish, do not need to be slaughtered and are
categorized/as pareve.

Z . . .
Fkhat Certain Moroccan and Yemenite communities have passed

down traditions that identify which locusts are kosher.

Even though the custom in other communities has
' been not to eat locusts, they can rely on those
traditions and eat those locusts!

THINK ABoVT IT!

+ Would you like to try locusts?

Wat special kosher foods are you familiar with
from your family or community? How can keeping
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You are what you eat.

Agree! Disagreel

+ Eating healthy makes you
healthy, and eating junk food
is not good for you. Pretty
simple!

+ Spinach made Popeye strong.

+ If you eat a banana, you
don't actually become a
bananal

+ Any food is ok in moderation
(as long as it's kosher).
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~ The beginning of Parashat Tazria is
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PARASHAT TAZRIA

N

Last week’s parashah
ended with kosher
and non-kosher
animals. Are kashrut

and childbirth

omehow connected?
’ someh nnected;
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This kind of question notices something with a special name: N1?¥13 N1571nD
(semikhut parashiyyot, the closeness of two sections together). It's always
interesting to notice when side-by-side sections in the Torah are connected
and to wonder why. Sometimes we can learn a lesson from the order in

which thinsf alztold.
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Vayikra Rabbah 14:1

R. Simlai said: People were created after animals
in Bereishit, and the laws for people also come
after the laws for animals in Tazria.

That's why it says, This is the law about animals...

(Vayikra 11:46), and only afterwards, When a
woman becomes pregnant... (Vayikra 12:2).
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According to R. Simlai, our
parashah reminds us of the
creation story. The Torah
teaches the laws of people
being tamei or tahor right after
teaching the laws of kosher
and non-kosher animals, just
like the Torah taught about the
creation of people after the
creation of animals.

THINK ABovT IT!

+ What does it mean to be last? Could that
be a place of importance, like saving the
best for last? Or could it be a place of
humility, like letting others go before you
in line? Or both?

+ What is the Torah trying to tell us about
ourselves by placing our creation and
our laws of purity after the animals?

+ How can we act with more humility when
we interact with the rest of creation?




