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“They Were Given by One Shepherd”
On the Multivocality of Torah
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The sayings of the wise are like goads, like nails fixed in
are the sayings of the masters of collections; They were
given by one Shepherd.
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Why are matters of Torah compared to a goad? To tell
you that just as this goad directs the cow to her furrow
to bring forth life to the world, so too the words of
Torah direct those who study them from the paths of
death to the paths of life.

If so, Just as this goad is movable, so too matters of
Torah are movable, scripture states: “Nails.”

If so: Just as this nail is diminished in size and does not
expand, so too matters of Torah are diminished and do
not expand, Scripture states: “fixed [netuim].” Just as
this plant [neti’a] flourishes and multiplies, so too
matters of Torah flourish and multiply.

“Of the masters of collections”: These are Torah
scholars who sit in many groups [asufot] and engage in
Torah study. These render impure and these render
pure; these prohibit and these permit ; these deem
invalid and these deem valid.

Lest a person say: Since these render impure and these
render pure; these prohibit and these permit ; these
deem invalid and these deem valid. Now, how can |
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study Torah? Scripture states that they are all “given
from one shepherd.” One God gave them; one leader
said them from the mouth of the Blessed Master of all
creation, as it is written: “And God spoke all these
words” (Exodus 20:1). So too you, make your ears like a
funnel and acquire for yourself an understanding heart
to hear both the statements of those who render
impure and those who render pure; those who prohibit
and those who permit; those who deem invalid and
those who deem them valid.

NRYN NN TRY X XD ,|"1'YN
nyinn 11m1 0437 ni? NN —
TNX 012,210 TR 78 . TN
N2 D'YynRn 72 |iTR '9n X
72 DN DN T AT LN
NYY ,NAKR X ."N7XN DT
20 27 37 M1 ,NEIOKD AT
2T NI D'XALVN AT NX YinYY
2T NYI |MIQIX AT DX ,DMINLVR
2T DX ['7Q19 MQT DK L, |1N
1Meom

Tosefta Sota 7:1
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“Of the masters of collections”: These are those who sit
in many groups [asufot] and render impure, impure
and pure, pure, what is impure in its place, and what is
pure in its place.

Lest a person say to themself: Since Beit Shamai
render impure and Bet Hillel render pure; so and so
prohibits and so and so permits, Scripture states:
"words" "the words" "these are the words" “all of the
words”

Now, how can | study Torah? Scripture states that they
are all “given from one shepherd.” One God created
them; one leader gave them, the Blessed Master of all
creation said them. So to you, make your heart into
chambers and put in them the words of Shamai and
the words of Beit Hillel, the words of those who render
pure and the words of those who render pure.
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Sifre Deuteronomy p. 48
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They will wander to seek the word of God and they will
not find it": R. Shimon b. Yochai says: The Torah will be
forgotten from Israel?! Is it not written (Devarim 31:21)
“for it will not be forgotten from the mouth of their
descendants”! Rather, so and so prohibits; so and so
permits; so and so renders impure, so and so pure and
they will not find a clear teaching.
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