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He [Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakai would recount their praises: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrkanus is a

pit covered in plaster that does not lose a drop...
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. The Sages taught: There was an incident involving Rabbi
Eliezer, who stayed in the Upper Galilee in the sukka of
Yohanan, son of Rabbi Elai, in Caesarea; and some say that it
did not occur in Caesarea but in Caesarion. And the sun
reached a point over the roofing of the sukka, rendering it
uncomfortable to remain in the sukka.

He said to him: What is the halakha; may | spread a sheet over
the roofing? Is it permitted, since it is only adding to a
temporary tent or is it prohibited?

Rabbi Eliezer evaded the question and said to him: There is no
tribe of Israel from which a judge did not emerge.

. The sun reached over the midpoint of the roofing of the
sukka.

He said to him: What is the halakha; may | spread a sheet over
it?

He [Rabbi Eliezer] said to him: There is no tribe of Israel from
which prophets did not emerge. The tribes of Judah and
Benjamin were unique because they established kings
according to prophets, [as Saul and David were anointed by
the prophet Samuel].

. The sunlight reached the feet of Rabbi Eliezer.

. Yohanan took a sheet and spread it over the sukka.

NIV YO 12 nwyn'n
SYINDAINYYN YA
MDPAINYIN 21 PN
YmmMoDpand NN
N21DY NN

YV PINARwINNIY NN .

1D
LAY LAY DI IO PNIY NN .
120N TNYN ROYW ORI
LAWY

N21DN XNY NMNN YN

YV PINARwINNIY NN .

1D
LAY LAY DI IO PNIY NN .
1NN INYY NOW HXIwN
1NN NTIN LAY - DN
DN a5y DI5N 1 TNnyYn
5w 1 PmMmoInd nnn yvan
AMYION

OV w1 PTD M D)
MOV ATYHON "I D Wan
NXMN DNNND

Page 1 of 8

R3PS




9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Rabbi Eliezer slung his cloak over his shoulder behind him
and emerged from the sukkah.

[He did this] not to divert him but because he never said a
matter that he did not hear from his teacher.

The Sages taught: There was an incident involving Rabbi
Eliezer, who stayed in the Upper Galilee, and the people there
asked him thirty halakhot in the halakhot of sukka.

Regarding twelve [of the halakhot], he said to them: | heard.
Regarding eighteen [of the halakhot], he said to them: | did
not hear.

Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: It was the reverse of
these matters. Regarding eighteen he said to them: | heard,
and regarding twelve he said to them: | did not hear.

They said to him: Are all the matters that you know only from
what you heard?

He said to them: Now you forced me to say a matter that | did
not hear from my teachers. In all my days, no person ever
preceded me into the study hall, and | never slept in the study
hall, neither substantial sleep nor a brief nap; and I never left
anyone in the study hall and excited, and | never engaged in
idle conversation; and | never said anything that | did not hear
from my teacher.
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Tanur Shel Akhnai
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It was taught there: If one cut [an oven] into sections
(lit. vertebrae), and placed sand between every section
- [What is the ruling?] Rabbi Eliezer rules it pure and the
Sages rule itimpure. This is the “Oven of Achnai.” What
is Achnai? Said Rabbi Yehudah in the name of Shmuel:
That they surrounded it with words [of debate] like an
Akhnai snake, and declared it impure.
It was taught: On that day Rabbi Eliezer answered all
the answers on earth and they did not accept it from
him.
He said: If the law is like me, the carob tree will prove it.
The carob tree was uprooted from its place one
hundred cubits, some say four hundred cubits. They
said: We do not bring proof from a carob tree.
He came back and said: If the law is like me, the water
channel will prove it. The water channel flowed in
reverse direction. They said: We do not bring proof from
a water channel.
. He came back and said: If the law is as | say, the walls of
the Beit Midrash will prove it. The walls of the Beit
Midrash inclined to fall. Rabbi Yehoshua protested at
them [i.e. the walls], saying to them: If scholars defeat
each other in the law, how does it benefit you? They did
not fall because of the honor of Rabbi Yehoshua but
they did not straighten, because of the honor of Rabbi
Eliezer, and still they incline and stand.
He came back and said: If the law is like me, from the
Heavens they will prove it! A heavenly voice came out
and said: What is with you towards Rabbi Eliezer, for the
law is like him in every instance?
Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said (Devarim
30:12): “Itis not in heaven!”

. What does “It is not in heaven” mean?

R’ Yirmiah said: Since the Torah was already given at
Sinai, we do not pay attention to a heavenly voice, since
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You already wrote at Sinai in the Torah (Shemot 23:2),
“Incline after a majority.”
10. Rabbi Natan met the prophet Elijah and said to him:

NN Y"NITOND 1) 21 NTNOWN
NP "N NDYY XN N"Dp Ty
111 1NN 2NN N N

What did God do in that hour? He said to him: He
smiled and said, “My children have defeated Me, My
children have defeated Me.”

1. The Sages said: On that day, the Sages brought all the ritually
pure items deemed pure by the ruling of Rabbi Eliezer with
regard to the oven and burned them in fire, and the Sages
reached a consensus in his regard and excommunicated him.
And the Sages said: Who will go and inform him of his
excommunication? Rabbi Akiva, his beloved disciple, said to
them: | will go, lest an unseemly person go and inform himin a
callous and offensive manner, and he would thereby destroy
the entire world.

2. What did Rabbi Akiva do? He wore black and wrapped himself
in black, as an expression of mourning and pain, and sat
before Rabbi Eliezer at a distance of four cubits, which is the
distance that one must maintain from an ostracized
individual. Rabbi Eliezer said to him: Akiva, what is different
about today from other days, that you comport yourself in this
manner? Rabbi Akiva said to him: My teacher, it appears to me
that your colleagues are distancing themselves from you. He
employed euphemism, as actually they distanced Rabbi
Eliezer from them. Rabbi Eliezer too, rent his garments and
removed his shoes, as is the custom of an ostracized person,
and he dropped from his seat and sat upon the ground.

3. The Gemara relates: His eyes shed tears, and as a result the
entire world was afflicted: One-third of its olives were afflicted,
and one-third of its wheat, and one-third of its barley. And
some say that even dough kneaded in a woman’s hands
spoiled. The Sages taught: There was great anger on that day,
as any place that Rabbi Eliezer fixed his gaze was burned.
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4. And even Rabban Gamliel, the Nasi of the Sanhedrin at Yavne,

the head of the Sages who were responsible for the decision
to ostracize Rabbi Eliezer, was coming on a boat at the time,
and a large wave swelled over him and threatened to drown
him. Rabban Gamliel said: It seems to me that this is only for
the sake of Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, as God punishes those
who mistreat others. Rabban Gamliel stood on his feet and
said: Master of the Universe, it is revealed and known before
You that neither was it for my honor that | acted when
ostracizing him, nor was it for the honor of the house of my
father that | acted; rather, it was for Your honor, so that
disputes will not proliferate in Israel. In response, the sea
calmed from its raging.

. The Gemara further relates: Imma Shalom, the wife of Rabbi
Eliezer, was the sister of Rabban Gamliel. From that incident
forward, she would not allow Rabbi Eliezer to lower his head
and recite the tahanun prayer, which includes supplication
and entreaties. She feared that were her husband to bemoan
his fate and pray at that moment, her brother would be
punished. A certain day was around the day of the New Moon,
and she inadvertently substituted a full thirty-day month for a
deficient twenty-nine-day month, i.e., she thought that it was
the New Moon, when one does not lower his head in
supplication, but it was not. Some say that a pauper came and
stood at the door, and she took bread out to him. The result
was that she left her husband momentarily unsupervised.

. When she returned, she found him and saw that he had
lowered his head in prayer. She said to him: Arise, you already
killed my brother. Meanwhile,the sound of a shofar emerged
from the house of Rabban Gamliel to announce that the Nasi
had died. Rabbi Eliezer said to her: From where did you know
that your brother would die? She said to him: This is the
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father: All the gates of Heaven are apt to be locked, except for
the gates of prayer for victims of verbal mistreatment.

Page 5 of 8

3P




D PITNID YA TINdN .2

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

Rabbi Akiva says (in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua that two
people can each gather cucumbers by sorcery, one of whom is
exempt, as he merely deceives the eyes, and one of whom is
liable, as he performs real sorcery).

And did Rabbi Akiva learn this from Rabbi Yehoshua?

Butisn’t it taught: When Rabbi Eliezer fell ill, Rabbi Akiva and

his colleagues came to visit him.

He was sitting on his canopied bed [bekinof], and they were

sitting in his parlor [biteraklin].

And that day was Shabbat eve, and his son Hyrcanus entered

to remove his phylacteries.

He berated him, and he left reprimanded.

He said to his [father’s] colleagues: It appears to me that

father went insane.

He [R’ Eliezer] said to them: He, Hyrcanus, and his mother

went insane. How can they neglect [Shabbat preparations

with regard to] prohibitions punishable by stoning, and
engage in preparations concerning prohibitions by rabbinic
decree [shvut], such as wearing phylacteries on Shabbat?

When the Sages saw that his mind was present, they entered

and sat before him at a distance of four cubits.

He said to them: Why have you come?

They said to him: We have come to study Torah.

Rabbi Eliezer said to them: And why have you not come until

now?

They said to him: We did not have spare time.

Rabbi Eliezer said to them: | would be surprised if these Sages

die their own death.

Rabbi Akiva said to him: What will be my death?

Rabbi Eliezer said to him: Your death will be worse than theirs.

Rabbi Eliezer raised his two arms and placed them on his

heart, and he said:

a. Woe to you, my two arms, as they are like two Torah
scrolls that are now being rolled up. | have learned much
Torah, and | have taught much Torah. | have learned much
Torah, and | have not taken away from my teachers, even
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

like a dog lapping from the sea. | have taught much Torah,
and my students have taken away from me only like a
brush from a tube [of paint].

b. Moreover, | can teach three hundred halakhot with regard
to a snow-white leprous mark [bebaheret], but no person
has ever asked me anything about them.

c. Moreover, | can teach three hundred halakhot, and some
say [that he said] three thousand halakhot, with regard to
the planting of cucumbers by sorcery, but no person has
ever asked me anything about them, besides Akiva ben
Yosef.

d. Once he and | were walking along the way, and he said to
me: My teacher, teach me about the planting of
cucumbers. | said one statement and the entire field
became filled with cucumbers. He said to me: My teacher,
you have taught me about planting them; teach me about
uprooting them. | said one statement and they all were
gathered to one place.

The Sages asked him: What is the halakha, with regard to

ritual impurity, of a ball made of leather and stuffed with rags,

and likewise a last [a shoe-making frame], the frame on which

a shoe is fashioned, which is made of leather and stuffed with

rags, and likewise an amulet wrapped in leather, and a pouch

for pearls, wrapped in leather, and a small weight, which is
wrapped in leather?

Rabbi Eliezer said to them: They are susceptible to impurity,

and their purification is effected by immersing them in a ritual

bath as they are.

What is the halakha with regard to a shoe thatis on a last [a

shoe-making frame]?

Rabbi Eliezer said to them: It is pure, and his soul left him in

purity.

Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: The vow is

permitted; the vow is permitted.

At the conclusion of Shabbat, Rabbi Akiva encountered [the

funeral procession] from Caesarea to Lod. He was striking his

flesh until his blood flowed to the earth. He began to [eulogize
him] in the row of those comforting the mourners, and said:

“My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen”

(Il Kings 2:12). | have many coins, but | do not have a money

changer to whom to give them.
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24. Consequently, Rabbi Akiva learned [the laws of gathering NNNWID PNID o

cucumbers and sorcery] from Rabbi Eliezer. MmN

25. He learned it from Rabbi Eliezer but he did not understand it. NN ATVON N NNON .24
Later he learned it from Rabbi Yehoshua, and he explained it N1 YN 1IN NN .25
to him. NN OIMNAITN NIAD
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