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1. Bavli Horayot 10a

...asisillustrated in the case of R. Gamaliel and R. Yehoshua. They once traveled on board a
ship. R. Gamaliel had with him some bread only, while R. Yehoshua had with him bread and
flour. When R. Gamaliel’s bread was consumed he depended on R. Yehoshua’s flour. 'Did you
know’, the former asked him, 'that we should be so much delayed that you brought flour with
you?' The latter answered him, 'A certain star rises once in seventy years and leads the sailors
astray, and | suspected it might rise and lead us astray." 'You possess so much knowledge’,
the former said to him, 'and yet must travel on board a ship!' The other replied, 'Rather than
be surprised at me, marvel at two disciples you have on land, R. Eleazar Hisma and R.
Yohanan b. Gudgada, who are able to calculate how many drops there are in the sea, and yet
have neither bread to eat nor raiment to put on! He decided to appoint them, and so when he
landed he sent for them, but they did not come. He sent for them a second time and when
they came he said to them, 'Do you imagine that | offer you rulership? Itis servitude that |
offer you; as it is said, “And they spoke to him saying: If thou wilt be a servant unto this people
this day™
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2. Mishnah Rosh HaShanah 2:8-9

D-N: MYN YUK navn

8 Rabban Gamaliel had, on a tablet, and on the walls of his loft,
various drawings of the moon, which he showed to simple
witnesses, and said, “Was it like this [drawing] that you saw, or like
[the other one]?”

It happened once, that two witnesses came and said: We saw [the
moon] in the East in the morning, and in the evening in the West.
Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri said: They are false witnesses.

When they came to Yavneh, Rabban Gamaliel accepted them.

It also happened that two witnesses came and said: We saw the
moon at its time [meaning, on the first of the two possible days],
but it was not [to be] seen [afterwards] on the evening of its
intercalation. And Rabban Gamaliel accepted [their testimony].
Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinus said: They are false witnesses; how can
they testify that a [certain] woman gave birth [on a certain day],
and, on the next day that her ‘womb was between her teeth’?
Rabbi Yehoshua said to him:| perceive [the truth of] your words.

® Rabban Gamaliel sent [Rabbi Yehoshua] word, saying: | decree
upon you to come to me with your staff and your money on the day
that comes out to be Yom Kippur, according to your calculation.

Rabbi Akiva went to [Rabbi Yehoshua], and found him distressed;
he said to him: | have with what to teach, that all that Rabban
Gamaliel has done is [bindingly] done, as it is stated (Leviticus
23:4), “These are the feasts of the Lord, holy convocations which
you shall proclaim;” whether at their [proper] time, or whether not
at their [proper] time, | have no holy convocations except [for the
ones proclaimed by the court.

ONINA121219 10 N7 MMy mnT®
NN NI NIV 1N22Y3 20221 K)2p
T2 IN DN NT2D,1MINY ML TN
MR 1NN DY AINIY Nvyn
AWNA NI NIMA NNy

DN IRY Y, N2 101 271 10K
2NN MY INIYI
JINTIININT MNP AIRD IV
12712271 ,NXI ND 1My 5O
NN

AN IRYTY ,DIIN 12 RDIT A1 DN
NN ,NTAY NYRD Y PTYNR NN
AMYINDID

12T DINCIX NINXITLYRAN 2700 I

NIDY 12V 10M3,08'9N13110 N2y
D 1920 D12 MYNN 19PN D8N
ANnawnamn? Sny

w200 10K 10 N2RY 121 IRYM 1910
ININA WYY NN D2W TINY2 °D
'THTYIN NZN,(AD XIpM) MY Y
"3, DOKINTPN YN WP "XIPN

N2N TITYIN "2 1N, 1T NDY P2 10T
DN

A2 0K ,D2IN 12 KDIT21 DYN 1D N2
1210Y TN INN PT2 1IN 1N DN

Page 2 of 9

R3PS




When Rabbi Yehoshua] came to Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinus, he said
to him: If we are to [question the decisions] of the court of Rabban
Gamaliel, we must [also question the decisions] of all the courts
which have stood, from the days of Moshe until [today]; as it is
stated, (Exodus 24:2), “Moshe, Aharon, Nadav, Avihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up.’ Why were the names of
the elders not specified? Rather [it was] to teach, that every three
men that form a court [to be responsible] over Israel, behold [that
court] is to be [considered] like the court of Moshe.”

Rabbi Yehoshua took his staff and his money in his hand, and went
to Yavneh to Rabban Gamaliel on the day that came out to be Yom
Kippur, according to his calculation. [At that point], Rabban
Gamaliel stood up, and kissed him on his head, [and] he said to
him, “Come in peace, my teacher and my disciple! My teacher—in
wisdom; and my disciple—in that you accepted my words.
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3. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 27

No-:12 MO12 YA Tindn

Our Rabbis have taught: It happened that a disciple came
before R. Yehoshua. He said to him: Is the evening service
voluntary or obligatory? He said: It is voluntary. He came
before Rabban Gamaliel and asked him: Is the evening service
voluntary or obligatory? He said: It is obligatory.

He replied: But did R. Yehoshua not say it was voluntary?
Rabban Gamaliel said: Wait until the shield-bearers enter the
beit midrash. When the shield-bearers entered, the
questioner stood up and asked: Is the evening service
voluntary or obligatory? Rabban Gamaliel said to him:
Obligatory.

Rabban Gamaliel said to the Sages: Is there anyone who has a
different opinion on this matter? R. Yehoshua said to him: No.
He [Rabban Gamaliel] said to him: Was it not in your name
that they told me it was optional? He said to him: Yehoshua,
stand up and they will testify against you...

Then Rabban Gamaliel sat and taught while R. Yehoshua
stood up on his feet, until the whole people murmured and
said to Huspit the translator: ‘Stand!” and he stood [to stop the
announcing].

They said: How long will he [Rabban Gamaliel] go on insulting
him [R. Yehoshua]? In Rosh HaShanah he insulted him, in
Bechorot he insulted him, and here too he insults him.Come,
let us depose him! Whom shall we appoint in his stead? Shall
we appoint R. Yehoshua? [No, since] heis a party in the
incident. Shall we appoint R. Akiva ? [No, since] perhaps
Rabban Gamaliel will punish him because he lacks ancestral
merit. Let us, then, appoint R. Elezar b. Azariah, for he is wise,
rich, and he is of the tenth generation from Ezra. He is wise, so
if someone challenges him he can reply; and he is rich, so if it
be necessary for someone to attend at the palace of the
Emperor, he will be qualified to go and do so; and he is of the
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10.

11.

tenth generation from Ezra, so he possesses ancestral merit
and Rabban Gamaliel will not be able to punish him.
They came to R. Elezar b. Azariah and asked him: Would the
master consent to become the head of the study house
(metivta)? He said to them: | will first go and take counsel with
the people of my house. He went and consulted his wife. She
said to him: Perhaps they will soon depose you! He said: [Let
a man] use the precious cup one day and tomorrow it will be
broken. She said to him: You have no white hair. That day he
was eighteen years old; but a miracle was done to him and
eighteen rows of his hair turned white. Thatis why R. Elezar b.
Azariah said: ‘Behold | am like seventy years old, and not
‘seventy years old.
It was taught: That day they removed the doorkeeper and the
students were given permission to enter. For R. Gamaliel had
used to proclaim: Any student whose outside is not like his
inside shall not enter the study house.
On that day a number of benches were added. R. Yohanan
said: The matter is disputed by Abba Joseph b. Dostai and the
Rabbis; one [view] holds 400 benches were added, and one,
700. R. Gamaliel was greatly disturbed and said: Perhaps God
forbid, | have withheld Torah from Israel. In a dream he was
shown white casks filled with ashes. But that was not [the
case]; he was shown that just to calm his mind.
It was taught: Eduyot was under review that day. And
wherever it says ‘on that day’ it references that day.
And there was no law which had been left pending in the
study house which was not decided. And even R. Gamaliel did
not absent himself from the study-house for as much as one
hour, as we learn:
On that day Judah, an Amonite proselyte, came before them
in the study house. He said to them: Am | permitted to enter
the congregation?

a. R.Gamaliel said to him: You are forbidden to enter the

congregation.
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g.

R. Yehoshua said to him: You are permitted to enter the
congregation.

R. Gamaliel said to R. Yehoshua: But has it not already been
said, ‘An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter the
congregation of the Lord’?

R. Yehoshua said to him: And are Ammon and Moab still
dwelling in their places? Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
already has gone up and mixed up all of the nations, as it is
said: ‘And | have removed the boundaries of peoples and
have plundered their treasures, and | have brought down
their inhabitants as a mighty one’ - and anything that is
separated, is separated from the majority.

R. Gamaliel said to him: But it already has been said ‘And
afterward | shall return the captivity of the children of
Ammon, says the Lord’ - and they already have returned.

R. Yehoshua said to him: But it already has been said, ‘And |
shall return the captivity of my people Israel’ - and they
have not yet returned.

Immediately, they permitted him to enter the congregation.

12. Rabban Gamaliel said: Since this is the situation, | will go and

appease Rabbi Yehoshua. When he reached the house, he saw
that the walls of his house were black.

13.

He said to Rabbi Yehoshua in wonderment: From the walls of

your house it is apparent that you are a blacksmith. He said to

him: Woe unto a generation that you are its leader as you are

unaware of the difficulties of Torah scholars, how they make a

living and how they feed themselves.

14.

He said to him: I insulted you, forgive me. He paid him no

attention. He said: Do it in deference to my father, Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel, who was one of the leaders of Israel at

the time of the destruction of the Temple. He was appeased.

15.

They said: Who will go and inform the Sages [that Rabban

Gamaliel has apologised]? This launderer said to them: | will
go. Rabbi Yehoshua sent to [word] to the study hall: The one
who wears the uniform will continue to wear the uniform, the
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

one who did not wear the uniform will not say to the one who
wears the uniform, remove your uniform and I will wear it.
Rabbi Akiva said to the Sages: Lock the gates so that Rabban
Gamaliel’s servants will not come and disturb the Sages.
Rabbi Yehoshua said: It is best if | go to them. He came and
knocked on the door. He said to them: One who sprinkles
[pure water on those who are ritually impure,] son of one who
sprinkles shall continue to sprinkle. [And itis inappropriate
that he who is] neither one who sprinkles nor son of one who
sprinkles will say to one who sprinkles son of one who
sprinkles: Your water is cave water [and not the running water
required to purify one exposed to ritual impurity imparted by
a corpse] and your ashes are burnt ashes and not the ashes of
a red heifer.

Rabbi Akiva said to him: Rabbi Yehoshua, have you been
appeased? Everything we did was for your honor. Early
tomorrow you and | will go to his doorway.

They said: What shall we do? Remove him. We learned: One
elevates to a higher level of sanctity and does not downgrade
[i.e. we cannot remove him]. Let one Sage lecture one week
and the other Sage one week, they will come to be jealous.
Rather, Rabban Gamaliel will lecture three weeks and Rabbi
Elazar ben Azarya one week.

That is the explanation for the following exchange: Whose
week was it? It was the week of Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya.

And that student was Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai.
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4. Chagigah 3a

There was an incident involving Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka and Rabbi Elazar ben Hisma,
when they went to greet Rabbi Yehoshua in Peki’in. Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: What novel
idea was taught today in the study hall? They said to him: We are your students and we drink
from your water. He said to them: Even so, there cannot be a study hall without a novelty.

He asked them: Whose week was it? They said to him: It was Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya’s week.
He inquired: And on what subject was the lecture today? They said to him: He spoke about the
portion of the mitzva of assembly. Rabbi Yehoshua persisted: And what verse did he interpret
homiletically with regard to this mitzva?
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They said to him that Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya interpreted the following verse: “Assemble the
people, the men and the women and the little ones” (Deuteronomy 31:12).: If men come to
learn, and women come at least to hear, why do the little ones come? They come in order for
God to give a reward to those who bring them. Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: This good pearl
of wisdom was in your hands, and you tried to conceal it from me?

...And Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya also commenced his lecture and taught...“Well fastened
[netuim].” Just as this plant [neti’a] flourishes and multiplies, so too matters of Torah flourish
and multiply. “Those that are composed in collections [ba’alei asufot]”: These are Torah
scholars who sit in many groups [asupot] and engage in Torah study. There are often
debates among these groups, as some of these Sages render an object or person ritually
impure and these render it pure; these prohibit an action and these permit it; these
deem an item invalid and these deem it valid.

Lest a person say: Now, how can | study Torah when it contains so many different
opinions? The verse states that they are all “given from one shepherd.” One God gave
them; one leader, i.e., Moses, said them from the mouth of the Master of all creation,
Blessed be He, as it is written: “And God spoke all these words” (Exodus 20:1).

So too you, make your ears like a funnel and acquire for yourself an understanding heart
to hear both the statements of those who render objects ritually impure and the
statements of those who render them pure; the statements of those who prohibit actions
and the statements of those who permit them; the statements of those who deem items
invalid and the statements of those who deem them valid.

When Rabbi Yehoshua heard these interpretations, he said to them in these words: No
generation is considered orphaned if Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya dwells among it.
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