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Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai received [the oral tradition] from Hillel and Shammai.He used to
say: if you have learned much Torah, do not claim credit for yourself, because for such a
purpose were you created. Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai had five disciples and they were
these: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah, Rabbi Yose, the priest, Rabbi
Shimon ben Nethaneel and Rabbi Eleazar ben Arach. He [Rabbi Yohanan] used to list their
outstanding virtues: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus is a plastered cistern which loses not a
drop; Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah happy is the woman that gave birth to him; Rabbi Yose, the
priest, is a pious man; Rabbi Simeon ben Nethaneel is one that fears sin, And Rabbi Eleazar
ben Arach is like a spring that [ever] gathers force. He [Rabbi Yohanan] used to say: if all
the sages of Israel were on one scale of the balance and Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus on the
other scale, he would outweigh them all. Abba Shaul said in his name: if all the sages of Israel
were on one scale of the balance, and Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus also with them, and Rabbi
Eleazar ben Arach on the other scale, he would outweigh them all.

Page 1 of 6

3P



L:AaMaxPIa .2

VAN 11 N0 1Y, IYIN DY DTRD M2 PATY NIY TIT MIPNKAINNANY DN 10N
LJNINATYIN AT L T20D AR XD L,INMN NWYAY AT 21D 12W,IRIN D1 21 .00 120, RN
D2 0K .02MAT1MATY223W,02°13T0 TW 13 MYIN AT AKX INT,DN2 MK .10 12
LMK YA 2T .Y, INIKATYION 2] LDTRD NRN PRINYY NY1 11T MK AN INY
,DTIND N MYN NN .O2WN 12K MP0D,ININNIYNRY AT .V112W ,IRIK D1 AT Y1 1aN
AMYIN 2T AMNNN PATY), D2 K1V M0 (15 DONN) 1KY, XN 7112 DIpR0D N NI
'DMATPIAT2223¥,0°0T TW 12 IR MIATIN IX XD, D02 10X V122,100

He [Rabban Yohanan] said unto them: go forth and observe which is the right way to which a
man should cleave? Rabbi Eliezer said, a good eye; Rabbi Joshua said, a good companion;
Rabbi Yose said, a good neighbor; Rabbi Shimon said, foresight. Rabbi Elazar said, a good
heart. He [Rabban Yohanan] said to them: | prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach, for in his
words your words are included. He [Rabban Yohanan] said unto them: go forth and observe
which is the evil way which a man should shun? Rabbi Eliezer said, an evil eye; Rabbi Joshua
said, an evil companion; Rabbi Yose said, an evil neighbor; Rabbi Shimon said, one who
borrows and does not repay for he that borrows from man is as one who borrows from God,
blessed be He, as it is said, “the wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous deal
graciously and give” (Psalms 37:21). Rabbi Elazar said, an evil heart. He [Rabban Yohanan]
said to them: | prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach, for in his words your words are included.
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When Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai’s son died, his
students came to comfort him.

Rabbi Eliezer entered and sat before him, saying,
“Rabbi, may | say something to you? Rabbi Yohanan
replied, “Speak.”He told him, “Adam had a son who
died and he accepted comfort. Where does scripture
speak of his accepting comfort? Asitis said, ‘Adam
again knew his wife’ [Genesis 4:25]. So too, you should
find comfort.”He replied, “Is it not enough that | have
my own troubles that you remind me of the sorrows of
Adam?”

Rabbi Yeshoshua entered and said to him, “May | say
something to you?” He said, “Speak.” He told him,
“Job’s sons and daughters all perished on the same day,
and yet he was comforted for his loss of them. You, too,
should find comfort. Where does Scripture speak of his
accepting comfort? Asitis said, ‘The Lord gives and the
Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord’ [Job
1:21]” He replied, “Is it not enough that | have my own
troubles that you remind me of the sorrows of Job?”

Rabbi Jose entered and sat before him, saying, “Rabbi,
may | say something to you?” Rabbi Yohanan replied,
“Speak.” He told him, “Aaron had two adult sons who
both died on the same day. Yet he was comforted, as it
is said, ‘Aaron was silent’ [Leviticus 10:3]. Silence here
means comfort, so you, too, should be comforted.” He
replied, “Is it not enough that | have my own troubles
that you remind me of the sorrows of Aaron?”

Rabbi Shimeon entered and said to him, “May | say
something to you?” He said, “Speak.” He said, “King
David had a son who died and he was comforted, so
you, too, should be comforted. Where does Scripture
speak of David receiving comfort? Asit is said, ‘David
comforted his wife Bat Sheva, he came unto her and lay
with her. She gave birth and called the child Solomon’
[2 Samuel 12:24]. So you, Rabbi, should accept
comfort.” He replied, “Is it not enough that | have my
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own troubles that you remind me of the sorrows of King
David?”

Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh entered. When Yohanan saw
him he told his servant, “Gather my clothing and
prepare to follow me to the bathhouse’ for Rabbi Elazar
is a great man and | shall not withstand him.” Elazar
entered and sat down before Yohanan. He said to him,
“I will give you an analogy. This is like a man with
whom the king has entrusted a deposit of some value.
Each and every day that man would wail and moan, ‘Oy
for the time that | will return this deposit in peace and
fullness! So you, Rabbi, had a son. He studied Torah:
Pentateuch, Prophets, Writings, Mishnah, Laws, and
Narrative. And he departed this world without sin. You
should take comfort that you have returned your
deposit in peace and fullness.” Rabbi Yohanan said to
him, “Elazar, my son, you have comforted me the way
people [should] comfort.”
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1. The Sages taught: Anincident occurred involving Rabban

Yohanan ben Zakkai, who was riding on a donkey and was
traveling along the way, and his student, Rabbi Elazar ben
Arakh, was riding a donkey behind him. Rabbi Elazar said to
him: My teacher, teach me one chapter in the Design of the
Divine Chariot. He said to him: Have | not taught you: And
one may not expound the Design of the Divine Chariot to an
individual, unless he is a Sage who understands on his own
accord? Rabbi Elazar said to him: My teacher, allow me to
say before you one thing that you taught me. He said to him:
Speak.

Immediately, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai alighted from the
donkey, and wrapped his head in his cloak in a manner of
reverence, and sat on a stone under an olive tree. Rabbi
Elazar said to him: My teacher, for what reason did you alight
from the donkey? He said: Is it possible that while you are
expounding the Design of the Divine Chariot, and the Divine
Presence is with us, and the ministering angels are
accompanying us, that | should ride on a donkey?
Immediately, Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh began to discuss the
Design of the Divine Chariot and expounded, and fire
descended from heaven and encircled all the trees in the
field, and all the trees began reciting song.

What song did they recite? “Praise the Lord from the earth,
sea monsters and all depths...fruit trees and all
cedars...praise the Lord” (Psalms 148:7-14). An angel
responded from the fire, saying: This is the very Design of the
Divine Chariot, just as you expounded. Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakkai stood and kissed Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh on his head,
and said: Blessed be God, Lord of Israel, who gave our father
Abraham a son like you, who knows how to understand,
investigate, and expound the Design of the Divine Chariot.
There are some who expound the Torah’s verses well but do
not fulfill its imperatives well, and there are some who fulfill
its imperative swell but do not expound its verses well,
whereas you expound its verses well and fulfill its
imperatives well. Happy are you, our father Abraham, that
Elazar ben Arakh came from your loins.
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Rabbi Helbo said: The wine of Phrygia [Perugaita] and the water of the Deyomset deprived
Israel of the ten lost tribes.

Once Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh happened to come there, to Phrygia and Deyomset, and he was
drawn after them, and his learning was forgotten. When he returned, he stood to read from a
Torah scroll and was supposed to read the verse: “This month shall be for you [hahodesh
hazeh lakhem]” (Exodus 12:2), and instead he read: Have their hearts become deaf [haheresh
haya libbam] The Sages prayed and asked for God to have mercy on him, and his learning was
restored.

And that is what we learned in a mishnah that Rabbi Nehorai says: Exile yourself to a place of
Torah and do not say that it will follow you, as if you are in a place of Torah, your colleagues
will establish it in your hands, and do not rely on your understanding alone.

It was taught: Rabbi Nehorai was not his name, but rather Rabbi Nehemya was his name; and
some say that Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh was his name

And why was he called Rabbi Nehorai? It was because he would illuminate [manhir] the eyes
of the Sages in halakha.

TTMANXYPID .6

AT MmN P1ANY,PINX XIND XNY IIKNA b?:(’l ;NN D"ID):D? n?’u NN, IMINRIIND AN

(2 "9WN) WWN YK 102 YN
Rabbi Nehorai said: go as a [voluntary] exile to a place of Torah and say not that it will come

after you, for [it is] your fellow [student]s who will make it permanent in your hand and “and
lean not upon your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).
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