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Defining Da’at:

A Jewish Perspective on Artificial Intelligence
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Dr. Eddie Scharfman Memorial Lecture, January 2025

Outline
. Origins of Human Intelligence / Da’at
A. Participating in Divine Intelligence
a. Createdin God’s Image
b. Praying for Intelligence
c. Knowledge as “Knowing” God

B. What does it Mean to Participate in Divine Intelligence?

a. Imperfection - an Evolutionary Perspective
b. Divine Intelligence as Empathy

c. Divine Intelligence as Morality and Justice

Il. Does Da’at Define Humanity?
A. Legal Accountability versus Personhood
a. Necessity of Da’at for Legal Responsibility
b. Da’at as Unnecessary (and Insufficient?) for Personhood

[Il. Dimensions of Human Da’at
A. Will and Consent
a. Partnersin a Joint Project
b. Contracts Between Consenting Individuals
c. Violation of Will and Consent



B. Intent
a. Ritual Intent
b. Criminal Intent

C. Individuality

D. Capacity for Inference/Reasoning
a. Learning as Wondering: the “Four Questions”
b. Assumption of Implicit Knowledge
c. Torah as Interpretation

IV. Learning Language: The Heart of the Matter
A. Legal Significance of Unspoken Words?
B. Common Sense Inferences in Communication
C. Lack of Common Sense in Al

V. Four Models for Relating to Generative Al

A. Gods orldols - The Gullability Problem

B. Children - Taking Responsibility for Imperfect/Immature Offspring

C. Slaves - Subjugating Another’s Da’at to Your Own

D. Proxies - Shelihut and Trust

a. Origins of Proxy and Shared Community

Proxy and Reasoning
Limitations of a Proxy: Beneficial v. Harmful Outcomes
Limitations of a Proxy: Intelligence and Shared Commitments
Working with Limitations of Proxy: Isolating “Low-Trust” Tasks
Insurmountable Limitations of Proxy: Personal Integrity

A

VI. Shared Values and the Alignment Problem
A. Sinai: Fleeting Fantasy of Alignment
B. Alignment as Life-Long Learning, Not a Code
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Selected Sources
1. Created in God’s Image

Maimonides Guide to the Perplexed 1:1 (tr. Friedlander)

The term zelem... signifies the specific form, that which constitutes the essence of a thing...

As a person’s distinction consists in a property which no other creature on earth possesses,
intellectual perception...On this account, i.e., on account of the Divine intellect with which a person
has been endowed, he is said to have been made in the form and likeness of the Almighty...

2. Imperfection - an Evolutionary Perspective

Gary Marcus, Kluge

“...living creatures’ continuous need to survive and reproduce often precludes evolution from
building genuinely optimal systems... the consequences are often equally clumsy, with new
technologies piled on top of old... The hindbrain...(dating back from at least half a billion years
ago), controls respiration, balance, alertness, and other functions that are as critical to a dinosaur as
to a human. The midbrain, layered on soon afterward, coordinates visual and auditory reflexes and
controls functions such as eye movements. The forebrain, the final division to come online, governs
things such as language and decision making, but in ways that often depend on older
systems...Over the course of evolution our brain has become a bit like a palimpsest, an ancient
manuscript with layers of text written over it many times, old bits still hiding behind new... The end
product tends to be a kluge.” (Ch.1)

“Memory is... the mother of all kluges, the single factor most responsible for human cognitive
idiosyncrasy. Our memory is both spectacular and a constant source of disappointment...
Computer memory works well because programmers organize information into what amounts to a
giant map...When a computer is prompted to retrieve a particular memory, it simply goes to the
relevant address. ...we wound up with what I’ll call “contextual memory.” (Ch. 2)

3. Da’at as Necessary for Legal Responsibility

Mekhilta R. Yishmael Shabbata 1 R RN2W PRYAR 9297 RN9IOR
“The People of Israel shall keep the Sabbath” (Ex. 31:15) | BRI YW, N2V IR XL 233 10N
would infer that a deaf-mute, imbecile and minor are
included. The verse teaches “To know that | am God.” 1 only
said this for one who has legal competency.

nYT? 17 TN ,vawna 1O T Wi
DT 9 WOW 02 KOR ONINR KD L' IR 0D

Mishnah Bava Kamma 6:4 739 NP NR22
One who puts fire in the hand of a deaf-mute, an imbecile, or W0 72 7Y20 DR 091w
a minor is exempt for damage in human laws but liable in the °1°72 2207 Q7Y °P72 TIWD ,JoR) YiY
laws of Heaven. In the hand of a legally competent person, 200 02 ,0RD T2 MOy .My

_________

the legally competent person is liable.
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4. Da’at as Unnecessary (and Insufficient?) for Personhood

Mekhilta R. Yishmael Nezikin #4

One who strikes a man [and he dies shall be put to death].

I only know this applies to striking a man, from where that it
applies to striking a woman or a minor? The verse teaches: Ifa
man strikes any living person (Lev 24:17) - to include striking a
woman or child...

One who strikes a man. It implies that this applies also to a
minor [who killed someone]. The verse teaches: If a man strikes
any living person - to exclude a minor [from punishment].

I would infer that this also applies to [killing] an eighth month
[non-viable] birth. The verse teaches: One who strikes a man -
this teaches that a person is only culpable for killing a viable
being.

7 PRI DRYRWS 5297 RnOon

LRI DR 72770 ROR D PR WK 197
5"N, 13 TOP DRI TWRT DX 707
,OTR W13 7797 70 WK+ 72 R+
...JOPT DRI TWRT DX 707w DR X027

D WRY DN, YNWn JuRT AR WK 1701
JUPR DR ROXITY,07R W1 90 1
[QTR w153 77190 2 wNI]

7On RN YNWNI ANNY 12 X W
12 W TV 2P0 IDRY T WK
Xnvp

5. Violation of Will and Consent

Mekhilta R. Yishmael Nezikin 17

If a man seduces a young maiden. The verse comes to teach that
in the case seduction he must pay a penalty.

Logic would dictate - since a raped maiden is in her father’s
domain and a seduced maiden is in her father’s domain, if we
learn he pays a penalty in the case of rape he should also pay a
penalty in the case of seduction.

No, perhaps he pays a fine in the case of rape because he
violated her consent and her father’s consent, but would you
say the same in a case of seduction when he has only violated
her father’s consent? Therefore maybe he does not pay a
penalty. Behold, since | am not able to derive it logically the
verse had to bring it.

9 PPOT DRYRR 2207 RnYIDR

%Y 7179 29N377 X2 .02 WK N9 9
1M1 17 ;01p 7008 2w nnoni
NMWI2 NI9MY AR MW 70190 PRI
7°%¥ 0w 70150 Y NTRY OR AR
;01P P9V O%Wn NN AR ,01p

NPT DY N2 701902 NINR DX XD
770V D2Wn K17 70907 ,70aR NYT B
NYT 9¥ RPX 92y ROW 701912 7280 ,01p
D% N7 ,03Ip 17°7¥ 09w RY 79°0 ,°aR
JR29 21377 PR P IR 20T XYW

6. Individuality

Sifre Zuta to Numbers 27:16

May YHVH God of spirits of all flesh appoint [a leader].

God who knows the mind and spirit of every individual - “who
is haughty and who is humble, who is reliable and who is
impetuous;,* as it says [God] who fashions the hearts of them all,
who discerns all their doings. (Psalms 33:15)...

*ChatGPT translation:

whether high or low, whether on the right side or meticulous

T P05 1D P1D KL B0

BRT W2 937 MM TR " TR
TRRY TN 92 DR MM AT YT R
IR DI IPR 12112 IR 71232 IR
027 777 X M RIT 1] NPATOR
...(10 3% °%an) owYn 93 O Pann
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7. Learning as Wondering: the “Four Questions”

Mishnah Pesahim 10:4

They pour a second cup and here the child asks the parent.

If the child doesn’t have intellectual capacity their parent
teaches them: How different is this night from all other nights!
On all nights we eat leavened and unleavened bread - on this
night only unleavened...

According to the intellectual capacity of the child their parent
teaches them, beginning with the negative and concluding with
the positive, and expounds from the verse My father was a
wandering Aramean (Deut. 26:5) until finishing the entire passage.

7. 0°M0D
PAR PRIW 1257 181 W 010 17 1 [*]
7 17A%2 AR 122 PYT PR 2R
902w MY°77 P 1 72700 manw
T 99 XY YA PRIIR IR MY
By va R a)

2o1Nn 17a%R AN 12 B npT BN
72X IRA WT AW 02010 MR
1910 WD 93 MR TY SAR

8. Torah as Interpretation

Sifre Bemidbar Pinhas 134
It shall be for the People of Israel as a code of law. The Torah gave
intellectual capacity for the sages to expound...

TP RPOID D7D M2TR2 M50
7301 VWA NPAY YRS *137 Im
...WNMT2 2onon nYT 9N

9. Legal Significance to Unspoken Words?

Kiddushin 49b

There was a man who sold his property with the intent to move to
the land of Israel, but at the time of the sale he said nothing.

Rava said: These are words of the heart, and words of the heart
do not count as words.

LR PR
P07 RNVIN 71°0217 19277 X123 X177
IR K? 17277 RITYY ORI PIRD
,2292W 0°727 "7 X2 MR TN RN
2727 21K 272w 292N

10. Common Sense Inferences in Communication

R. Nissim on R. Alfasi to Kiddushin 49b

Even though we establish in many places that we follow an
inferential estimation...In all of these kinds of cases since the
matter is obvious in itself they are not considered “words of the
heart”. Rather, itis as if he said these explicitly. Itis obvious -
since nobody would give all of their property to someone else,
leaving them to beg on doorsteps...where the matter is obvious
in itself these are not words of the heart but “words in the
mouth and heart of the entire world.”

But in the case at hand, the matter is not so obvious, for one could
think that he needed cash and therefore sold...

...But anyone who errs in their speech, that speech act does
NOT count, for we require that the mouth and heart be aligned

20 PRYTIP NooR ("M BY) 3
IPOIRT X2W N172 7"PT 23 5V AR
PAAW 12 2"0 997 ... RITMIR N2
171°1 292w 07127 N7 1IN N
W7D AR 197K K177 7777 RO
X297 DWn RN RN NANANT
ORWN R °17NKRY 2001 177910 12707
770 72vw "0 997...0n9 Y
29927 ROX 077 292w 0°727 1RY 19107
22921 29 9o vpaw

RN X212 IR PRVAYT X7 DR
7777 9270XOR T INPRT ORI O
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when it comes to expressing words... 3171272 70 RITW 9 DAR...PAN
1D 1w 1VAT X1 0190 WY ann
RO RITW 77 ROXIT? PIw 12N
... nawa

11. Lack of Common Sense in Al

Rebooting Al by Gary Marcus and Ernest David
“Happy Birthday dead Theo” (Al generated prompt for text message)

12. Children - Taking Responsibility for Imperfect/Immature Offspring

Dr. David Zvi Kalman, “Jews Aren’t Loud Enough About Al” Mosaic, March 26, 2024.
“The notion of Al as a type of god, which one today hears sometimes from the technology’s secular

boosters, is both dangerous and literally idolatrous...This sentiment must be forcefully repudiated.
Instead, it is far more appropriate to treat Al as a kind of child: one that is growing in power and
resembles its “parents” but mimics them to a fault. This idea, which can easily be connected to
Judaism’s vast stores of wisdom on parent-child relationships (and even descriptions of humanity as
God’s children) sets forth a path that emphasizes our long-term duty of care.”

13. Origins of Proxy in Shared Community

Mekhilta R. Yishmael Pisha #5 57 RIOD HRYPWS 9297 RnYIon
They shall slaughter it [the Passover Sacrifice]. Would they all ROR IR UMY 193 221 NI 1WA
slaughter it? Rather, to make a person’s proxy like themselves. IR TR NI DTN W MY My
. , -~
From here they derived, a person’s proxy is like themself... ymas BTN S
14. Proxy and Reasoning
Mishnah Terumot 4:4 7:7 PIN
One who says to their agent: Go and give the priestly gift. b YAYTS 0N 210 RE IHWS IR

They should give according to the intent of the homeowner. If 1720 5Y2 5w YT YT 1K X AvaT By
they don’t know the intent of the homeowner, they should
give an average amount - one fiftieth. If they gave ten less or
ten more it counts as the priestly gift. If they intended an
additional amount, even just one, it does not count as the
priestly gift.

W WY DD QWA NAR 1113920 27N
119N AR 72170 NN WY 72017
M0 INAIN TR DR 1979 72010
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https://mosaicmagazine.com/response/politics-current-affairs/2024/03/jews-arent-loud-enough-about-ai/?print

15. Limitations of a Proxy: Beneficial v. Harmful Outcomes

Kiddushin 42b

...A person’s proxy is like themself...

Rav Nahman says: Brothers who divided property...If there was
an error of less than one-sixth in the distribution, the
transaction is valid...

Rava says: ...But if he appointed an agent, he can say: | sent
you to act for my benefit and not to my detriment...

There is a difficulty from that which we learned in a mishnah:
In the case of one who sends an item that causes a fire in the
hands of a deaf-mute, an imbecile, or a minor, the one who
sent it is exempt according to human laws but liable according
to the laws of Heaven. If he sent it in the hands of a legally
competent person, only the competent agent is liable.

But why? Let us say a person’s agent is like themself.

There it is different, there is no agency for transgression, as
we say: When there is a conflict between the words of the
Master [God] and the words of the student [human emissary]
whose words should be listened to?

3R PRTIR

..M DR P IMw...

Mo .. aP9NW PIRT (7AM1 27 R

502 - MINW HY 0 .ARR 73R - NNwn
JIRDIR TN, 73R - MDY PR

MIPND AR DY T PAR. .. X2 IR
cer SINNDY KDY PRNTR

WA 772 77YAT DR AW 0T RM
31972 291 ,07R 1T WD - VR W
2 IRD - RS ANV .oMNY

SIRW 1NN DTR DW IMDW 1R PRDR
T2 N2T79 bW RT ang

19727 - T%N 21271 277 0127 SPINRT
YN

16. Limitations of a Proxy: Intelligence and Shared Commitments

Mishnah Gittin 2:5-6

Anyone is qualified to write a bill of divorce, even a deaf-mute,
an imbecile, or a minor... Because the ratification of a bill of
divorce is only through its signatories.

Anyone is fit to serve as an agent to bring a bill of divorce
except for a deaf-mute, an imbecile, or a minor, or a blind
person, or a gentile...This is the principle: Anyone who is
legally competent in the beginning and in the end is fit...

Y- 72 U
70 WM 120K VAT DR 23027 7w 97
1AM KOR VAT VP PRY... JO

70N WA I BAT DR R0 PIWw 900
Malrishal7Rviloloioty et SRR ok ) I vab oh i fe]n)]
WD NYT2 1970

17. Working within Limitations of Proxy: Isolating “Low-Trust” Tasks

R. Asher Gittin 2:27

...But here since the gentile only did what even a monkey
could do, and the husband in writing appointed a Jew in that
place to be the agent, why should the bill of divorce be invalid?
And so is the practice of the people of Germany and France,
following R. Tam, to send bills of divorce and marriage with
gentiles, and in writing appoint a Jew in that place to be the
agent.

1:2 U 'R

ROR 0°2310 727 WY RYT 1170 X377 DA
NX 12052 Y277 701 Kby Ip mwen
LA 209 1Ah ORW PR IR RIS
n"9°727 5"V NN TIDWRI AT I
02213 T2W 7 DY PRITRY 03 IPWS
W DIPR ININIW IRIW? 12022 7390
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18. Insurmountable Limitations of Proxy: Personal Integrity

Sefer Ta’amei ha-Minhagim u-Mekorei ha-Dinim, #106
Because it is not the way of a servant to thank their master...
by means of a messenger. Rather, each person must, with their

7 LRI MNP QIRTINT WYY DD
"V L1279 MITIAR 7V 0T PRY 2197
21 152 93P IR OTR 9O ROK LHW

own mouth, accept the sovereignty of Heaven. Rapalvgalisipla
19. Alignment as Life-Long Learning, Not a Code
Sifre Deuteronomy Eikev #41 R 3PP 29937 9958

From where do you know that if someone learns something
from a child in Israel it should be like learning from a sage? The
verse teaches: Which | am commanding you today.

Not from the mouth of a sage but really like from the mouth of
many sages, as it says: The sayings of the wise are like
goads(Eccl. 12:11) Just as this goad directs the cow to its furrow
to bring sustenance to its masters - so too words of Torah align
a person’s intellect with the Divine Intellect...

D7 727 QTR YRW ORW N DR P
Q01 %9 YWD PIVIA KT PRI J0p
XD1,00NK X7 IR WK 17 70N
0°7317 57 YWD RPK 0317 %07 Yawd
0°7317 7727 +X° 20 NP+ R

7797 DX 17197 AT 1277 71 M1

SN 32T T2 PHYAY 00O RO 7nhnY
...2WPRT NYTY QTR YW NPT 2R
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